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Music Theory for Musical Theatre is atextbook designed to demystify music
theory and analysis to make it more accessible to the musical theatre student. It
aims to equip the student with a basic skill set that he or she can directly apply to
the art form. John Bell and Steven R. Chicurel explore how musical theatre
composers use basic principles of music theory to help illuminate characters and
tell stories, while hel ping the student understand the form, structure, and dramatic
power of musical theatre repertaire.

The material is presented in three parts. Part | breaks down key conceptsin the
rudiments of music theory, including melody, rhythm, harmony, and form, while
using excerpts from musical theatre literature to illustrate these ideas. Part |1
offersfull analyses of musical theatre songs, presenting a model for singing
actors on how to use musical analysis as an aid in performance. The workbook in
Part 111 provides hands-on drills and exercises that the reader can useto facilitate
skill development of the ideas presented in part one. Published with alay-flat
binding for easy use in the classroom and concluding with a glossary that
reinforces important terminology, this textbook fills along-neglected need in
musical theatre study that will be beneficial to beginning and advanced students
aike.
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Music Theory for Musical Theatre is atextbook designed to demystify music theory and analysisto make it
more accessible to the musical theatre student. It aims to equip the student with a basic skill set that he or she
can directly apply to the art form. John Bell and Steven R. Chicurel explore how musical theatre composers
use basic principles of music theory to help illuminate characters and tell stories, while helping the student
understand the form, structure, and dramatic power of musical theatre repertoire.

The material is presented in three parts. Part | breaks down key concepts in the rudiments of music theory,
including melody, rhythm, harmony, and form, while using excerpts from musical theatre literature to
illustrate these ideas. Part 11 offers full analyses of musical theatre songs, presenting a model for singing
actors on how to use musical analysis as an aid in performance. The workbook in Part |11 provides hands-on
drills and exercises that the reader can use to facilitate skill development of the ideas presented in part one.
Published with alay-flat binding for easy use in the classroom and concluding with a glossary that reinforces
important terminology, this textbook fills along-neglected need in musical theatre study that will be
beneficia to beginning and advanced students alike.
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Editorial Review

Review

A new, fresh and practical approach to this dreaded-by-many discipline....John Bell and Steven R. Chicurel
offer a pragmatic and gestalt-like presentation of standard music theory in the context of musical theatre
repertoire. (Robert Edwin American Music Teacher, March 2009)

The authors should be commended for securing the rights to include these useful examples.... A useful
starting point for understanding harmonic thought in musical theatre. (Sudies In Musical Theatre)

About the Author
John Béll isthe Chair of the Performing and Fine Arts Department at DeSales University.

Steven R. Chicurel isthe Chair of the Theatre Department at The University of Central Florida.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Carolyn Robles:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become alife style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one with
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Music Theory for Musical Theatre iskind
of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Patricia Cockrell:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. Music Theory for Musical Theatre can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you
who have those short extra time problems.

Mary Bunch:

Y ou may spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Music Theory for Musical
Theatre is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did
not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.



Anthony Moss:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will getitin e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Music Theory for Musical Theatre can give you a
lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person
more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to
be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Music Theory for Musical Theatre.
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