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"A sweet story that could be used as a springboard to discussion of the
pitfalls of making snap judgments about pets — or people." — SCHOOL
LIBRARY JOURNAL

Norman the goldfish isn’t what this little boy had in mind. He wanted a different
kind of pet — one that could run and catch, or chase string and climb trees, a soft
furry pet to sleep on his bed at night. Definitely not Norman. But when he tries to
trade Norman for a "good pet," things don’t go as he planned. Could it be that
Norman is a better pet than he thought? With wry humor and lighthearted
affection, author Kelly Bennett and illustrator Noah Z. Jones tell an unexpected
— and positively fishy — tale about finding the good in something you didn’t
know
you wanted.
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Norman the goldfish isn’t what this little boy had in mind. He wanted a different kind of pet — one that
could run and catch, or chase string and climb trees, a soft furry pet to sleep on his bed at night. Definitely
not Norman. But when he tries to trade Norman for a "good pet," things don’t go as he planned. Could it be
that Norman is a better pet than he thought? With wry humor and lighthearted affection, author Kelly
Bennett and illustrator Noah Z. Jones tell an unexpected — and positively fishy — tale about finding the
good in something you didn’t know
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Kindergarten-Grade 2–A little boy is sorely disappointed when he receives a goldfish for his birthday. "I
wanted a pet who could run and catch. Or one who could climb trees and chase strings. A soft, furry pet to
sleep on my bed at night. Not Norman." However, as Norman performs acrobatics and makes the child
laugh, listens attentively during his show-and-tell presentation when the rest of the class does not, sings
along during band practice, and comforts him when he is awakened by a scary noise at night, the boy comes
to love and appreciate the pet he at first disdained. The story is told in simple, straightforward language, and
the clear lines and vibrant colors of the digital graphics are reminiscent of Taro Gomi's work. This is a sweet
story that could be used as a springboard to discussion of the pitfalls of making snap judgments about
pets–or people.–Grace Oliff, Ann Blanche Smith School, Hillsdale, NJ

From Booklist
K-Gr. 3. The African American boy who narrates this boy-meets-fish story wants a pet for his birthday, but
not a goldfish. Too bad. Though he suspects that Norman is the lamest, tamest pet around, he takes his fish to
school to "talk him up real good during Show-and-Tell" in hopes that someone else will want him. But after
cleaning Norman's bowl, rescuing him from puppies, and noticing that Norman listens to him talk and even
quiets his fear of night noises, he realizes that there is no pet he would rather have. Repeated several times
during the story, the title phrase "Not Norman" takes on a new shade of meaning in the verbally clever
turnaround that concludes this amusing picture book. Distilled to essential shapes and flat colors, the lively
digital artwork expresses both action and emotion with flair. This eye-catching book makes a satisfying read-
aloud choice for pet day or any day. Carolyn Phelan
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author
Kelly Bennett loves fish. "Fish are fun and funny," she says. "Just watching them makes me laugh." When
she's not writing, Kelly creates tile mosaics and digs in her garden. She has two grown children, Max and
Lexi, and lives in Texas with her husband, Curtis, and their goldfish—whom she would never trade.

Noah Z. Jones loves drawing fish of all shapes and sizes, but especially smallish orange ones named
Norman. This is his first children's book. He lives in coastal Maine with his wife, Diane, and their tuna-lovin'
cat, Mabel.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jasmine Myers:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you should have this Not Norman: A Goldfish Story.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Troy Harlow:

The book Not Norman: A Goldfish Story can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Not Norman: A Goldfish Story? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Not Norman: A Goldfish Story has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Chris Henderson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Not Norman: A
Goldfish Story book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Maureen Smiley:

This Not Norman: A Goldfish Story is new way for you who has fascination to look for some information
since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Not Norman: A Goldfish Story can be the light food
for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in
guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss
the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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