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In The Rule of Law in the Real World, Paul Gowder defends a new conception of
the rule of law as the coordinated control of power and demonstrates that the rule
of law, thus understood, creates and preserves social equality in a state. In a
highly engaging, interdisciplinary text that moves seamlessly from theory to
reality, using examples ranging from Ancient Greece through the present,
Gowder sheds light on how societies have achieved the rule of law, how they
have sustained it in the face of political upheaval, and how it may be measured
and developed in the future. The Rule of Law in the Real World is an essential
work for scholars, students, policymakers, and anyone else who believes the rule
of law is critical to the proper functioning of society.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Paul Gowder's masterpiece articulates a new vision of the rule of the law that protects the disempowered
and marginalized, and that demands that the nation-state rationalize its coercive power. He relentlessly
attacks irrational social, economic and political hierarchies, particularly those that give continued vitality to
racial inequality in the US today. As such his rule of law is firmly rooted in notions of human rights, and
looks askance at soaring inequality in the US. This rule of law protects real people in need of real protection,
rather than serving as just another rhetorical instrument in the arsenal of the wealthy and powerful. It also
serves, incidentally, as a bedrock foundation for economic development and a tool that can help avoid
financial disruptions like that seen in 2008."
Steven A. Ramirez, author of Lawless Capitalism

"The Rule of Law in the Real World explores and connects legal philosophy, conceptual and normative, as
well as historical interpretation and social sciences, policy analysis, and advocacy. It makes insightful and
distinctive contributions in each domain. Moreover, it brings them into mutually informing connection.
Standard inmates of the disciplines rarely make (or even imagine) such connections, even when their subject
- the rule of law - bears the same name. Gowder's achievement is thus far more than a sum of its exemplary
parts. It is an all too rare combination of theoretical cogency, normative sophistication and ambition,
empirical attentiveness, and real world engagement and pay-off."
Martin Krygier, Gordon Samuels Professor of Law and Social Theory, and Co-Director, Network for
Interdisciplinary Studies of Law, University of New South Wales

About the Author
Paul Gowder is an Associate Professor of Law and of Political Science at the University of Iowa researching
constitutional law, ethics, normative and conceptual jurisprudence, political philosophy, computational and
empirical legal studies, and game theory. Before joining academia, he worked as a public interest litigator
practicing poverty and civil rights law.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anna Harlow:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Rule of Law in the Real World.

Kathy Vaughn:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we



will say absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have
read will be The Rule of Law in the Real World.

Karen Rodriguez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims The Rule of Law in the Real
World.

Donna Layne:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Rule of Law in the Real World to
make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and looking
at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the e-book The
Rule of Law in the Real World can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with
the information must you're doing of that time.
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