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Some of the legendary gunmen of the Old West were lawmen, but more, like
Billy the Kid and Jesse James, were outlaws. Tom Horn (1860-1903) was both.
Lawman, soldier, hired gunman, detective, outlaw, and n, this darkly
enigmatic figure has fascinated Americans ever since his death by hanging the
day before his forty-third birthday. In this masterful historical biography, Larry
Ball, adistinguished historian of western lawmen and outlaws, presents the
definitive account of Horn's career.

Horn became a civilian in the Apache wars when he was till in his early
twenties. He fought in the last major battle with the Apaches on U.S. soil and
chased the Indians into Mexico with General George Crook. He bragged about
murdering renegades, and the brutality of his approach to law and order
foreshadows his controversial career as a Pinkerton detective and histrial for
murder in Wyoming. Having worked as a hired gun and arange detective in the
years after the Johnson County War, he was eventually tried and hanged for
killing afourteen-year-old boy. Horn’s guilt is still debated.

To an extent no previous scholar has managed to achieve, Ball distinguishes the
truth about Horn from the numerous legends. Both the facts and their distortions
arerevealing, especialy since so many of the untruths come from Horn’s own
autobiography. As ateller of tall tales, Horn burnished his own reputation
throughout his life. In spite of his services as a civilian scout and packer, his
behavior frightened even his lawless companions. Although some writers have
tried to elevate him to the top rung of frontier gun wielders, questions still
shadow Horn'’ s reputation.

Ball’s study concludes with a survey of Horn as described by historians,
novelists, and screenwriters since his own time. These portrayals, as mixed as the
facts on which they are based, show a continuing fascination with the life and
legend of Tom Horn.
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Some of the legendary gunmen of the Old West were lawmen, but more, like Billy the Kid and Jesse James,
were outlaws. Tom Horn (1860-1903) was both. Lawman, soldier, hired gunman, detective, outlaw, and
assassin, this darkly enigmatic figure has fascinated Americans ever since his death by hanging the day
before his forty-third birthday. In this masterful historical biography, Larry Ball, a distinguished historian of
western lawmen and outlaws, presents the definitive account of Horn's career.

Horn became a civilian in the Apache wars when he was still in his early twenties. He fought in the last
major battle with the Apaches on U.S. soil and chased the Indians into Mexico with General George Crook.
He bragged about murdering renegades, and the brutality of his approach to law and order foreshadows his
controversial career as a Pinkerton detective and his trial for murder in Wyoming. Having worked as a hired
gun and a range detective in the years after the Johnson County War, he was eventually tried and hanged for
killing afourteen-year-old boy. Horn’s guilt is still debated.

To an extent no previous scholar has managed to achieve, Ball distinguishes the truth about Horn from the
numerous legends. Both the facts and their distortions are revealing, especially since so many of the untruths
come from Horn's own autobiography. As ateller of tall tales, Horn burnished his own reputation throughout
hislife. In spite of his services asa civilian scout and packer, his behavior frightened even his lawless
companions. Although some writers have tried to elevate him to the top rung of frontier gun wielders,
guestions still shadow Horn' s reputation.

Ball’ s study concludes with a survey of Horn as described by historians, novelists, and screenwriters since
his own time. These portrayals, as mixed as the facts on which they are based, show a continuing fascination
with the life and legend of Tom Horn.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Few westernerslived alife as varied and as exciting as did Tom Horn—as cowboy, miner, army scout,
packer, Apache interpreter, lawman, Pinkerton detective, veteran of the Spanish-American War, and finaly,
hired assassin. To this day hisimage rides boldly across the panorama of the American frontier. In this
superbly researched biography, veteran historian Larry Ball wades through a morass of myth and
misinformation—much of it promulgated by Horn himself—to get at the meat, bones, and gristle of the real
man. Hereis the true Tom Horn, the good, the bad, and the ugly.”—John Boessenecker, author of When
Law Was in the Holster: The Frontier Life of Bob Paul.

About the Author

Larry Ball is Professor Emeritus of History at Arkansas State University, Jonesboro, and the author of five
books, including Desert Lawmen: The High Sheriffs of New Mexico and Arizona, 18461912 and Elfego
Baca: In Life and Legend.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
David Betancourt:

Now aday folkswho Living in the erawherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Tom Horn in Life and Legend book
asthis book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Charlene Johnson:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a guide will give you alot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well astheir idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Tom Horn in Life and Legend, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Y our
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Sandra Jordon:

Tom Horn in Life and Legend can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that



straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every
word into joy arrangement in writing Tom Horn in Life and Legend neverthel ess doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of
it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Joy Rodriguez:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your small amount of timeto read it because al this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be read. Tom Horn in Life and Legend can be your answer given it can be read by you who have
those short time problems.
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