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In his moving debut collection, Matt Rasmussen faces the tragedy of his brother's
suicide, refusing to focus on the expected pathos, blurring the edge between grief
and humor. In "Outgoing," the speaker erases his brother's answering machine
message to save his family from "the shame of dead you / answering calls." In
other poems, once-ordinary objects become dreamlike. A buried light bulb
blooms downward, "aflower / of smoldering filaments." A refrigerator holds an
evening landscape, "atinfoil lake," "vegetables/ dying in the crisper.”
Destructive and redemptive, Black Aperture opens to the complicated
entanglements of mourning: damage and healing, sorrow and laughter, and
torment balanced with moments of relief.
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In his moving debut collection, Matt Rasmussen faces the tragedy of his brother's suicide, refusing to focus
on the expected pathos, blurring the edge between grief and humor. In "Outgoing,” the speaker erases his
brother's answering machine message to save his family from "the shame of dead you / answering cals." In
other poems, once-ordinary objects become dreamlike. A buried light bulb blooms downward, "aflower / of
smoldering filaments." A refrigerator holds an evening landscape, "atinfoil lake," "vegetables/ dying in the
crisper." Destructive and redemptive, Black Aperture opens to the complicated entanglements of mourning:
damage and healing, sorrow and laughter, and torment balanced with moments of relief.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Black Aperture" addresses, with meticulous balance, a single event from multiple directions.
Autobiographical, speculative, imaginal, at times bitterly comic, often lyrically surreal, Matt Rasmussen's
transformative poems look outward they are built on the observable leaf, field, hand, bird, and act. But this
book's central task is the alchemizing of experience by language: the subject here is the suicide of a brother.
What cannot be altered remains; yet by changing saying, seeing is also made wider, more openly porous. The
liberations of tongue, word, and conception held in these poems restore the possibility-sense that's as
essential to us as oxygen, when a person stands in the chambers of unacceptable loss. --Jane Hirshfield

About the Author

Matt Rasmussen's poetry has appeared in Gulf Coast, H NGM_N, and at Poets.org. A founding coeditor of
Birds, LLC, asmall, independent poetry press, heisa 2012 McKnight Artist Fellow and teaches at Gustavus
Adolphus College.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ryan Mendoza:

This Black Aperture: Poems (Walt Whitman Award of the Academy of American Poets) book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a
lot of information you will get. That Black Aperture: Poems (Walt Whitman Award of the Academy of
American Poets) without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Black Aperture: Poems (Walt Whitman Award of the Academy of
American Poets) can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Black Aperture: Poems (Walt Whitman
Award of the Academy of American Poets) having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
truly feel uninterested in reading.

Shannon Silva:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It isa good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Black Aperture: Poems (Walt Whitman
Award of the Academy of American Poets) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and wish in this era.



Tony Partee:

The actual book Black Aperture: Poems (Walt Whitman Award of the Academy of American Poets) will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author styleto clarify theidea
isvery unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Black
Aperture: Poems (Walt Whitman Award of the Academy of American Poets) is much recommended to you
to learn. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Diane Lomas:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Black Aperture: Poems (Walt
Whitman Award of the Academy of American Poets) is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train aswell as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save typically the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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