Chronicle

of a

Blood Merchant

YU HUA

Chronicle of a Blood Merchant

Read Online ©

Chronicle of a Blood Merchant By Yu Hua

By Yu Hua

From the acclaimed author of Brothers and Chinain Ten Words: hereisYu

Hua' s unflinching portrait of life under Chairman Mao. A cart-pusher in asilk
mill, Xu Sanguan augments his meager salary with regular visitsto the local
blood chief. His visits become lethally frequent as he struggles to provide for his
wife and three sons at the height of the Cultural Revolution. Shattered to discover
that his favorite son was actually born of aliaison between hiswifeand a
neighbor, he suffers his greatest indignity, while hiswife is publicly scorned as a
prostitute. Although the poverty and betrayals of Mao' s regime have drained
him, Xu Sanguan ultimately finds strength in the blood ties of his family. With
rare emotional intensity, grippingly raw descriptions of place and time, and clear-
eyed compassion, Y u Hua gives us astunning tapestry of human lifein the grave
particulars of one man’s days.
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From the acclaimed author of Brothers and China in Ten Words: hereis Yu Hua s unflinching portrait of life
under Chairman Mao. A cart-pusher in asilk mill, Xu Sanguan augments his meager salary with regular
visits to the local blood chief. His visits become lethally frequent as he struggles to provide for hiswife and
three sons at the height of the Cultural Revolution. Shattered to discover that his favorite son was actually
born of aliaison between hiswife and a neighbor, he suffers his greatest indignity, while hiswifeis publicly
scorned as a prostitute. Although the poverty and betrayals of Mao’ s regime have drained him, Xu Sanguan
ultimately finds strength in the blood ties of his family. With rare emotional intensity, grippingly raw
descriptions of place and time, and clear-eyed compassion, Y u Hua gives us a stunning tapestry of human
lifein the grave particulars of one man’s days.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Immensely moving. . . . Artfully constructed, beautifully written, and stealthily consumingit] repeatedly
stopsyou in your tracks.” —The Boston Globe

“A rare achievement in literature. . . . [Xu Sanguan is| a character that reflects not just a generation but the
soul of apeople.” —The Seattle Times

“Epic. .. offer[s] unforgettable images of cruelty and kindness.” —The Washington Post Book World
“Stringently honest. . . . Eerily prescient. . . . Leavened by atouch of Chekhovian compassion.” —Time Asia

“Vital and electric. . . . Shows the persistence of human sensibility in the face of totalitarian logic.” —Sate

“A wrenching and blackly humorous tale. Long after | closed the book, the character Xu Sanguan has
remained stubbornly impressed upon my heart.” —Dai Sijie, author of Balzac and the Little Chinese
Seamstress

“Popular literature at its best. . . . Touching. . . . Redlistic and awash with humanistic values. . . . It'sits own
best advertisement, as well as a depiction of the absurdist nightmare that was China 50 years ago.” —Taipei
Times

“A mesmerizing book, one that captures the chaos and fragility of life during modern China s most turbulent
years. Yu Hua s characters bring to life the history, culture, traditions, and superstitions of Mao’s China
within a story that is well-plotted, poignant, and dramatic. This examination of a Chinese family’swill to
survive will leave readers filled with inspiration.” —Terrence Cheng, author of Sons of Heaven

“Chronicle of a Blood Merchant takes us straight to the heartland of China-the towns, streets, courtyards,
kitchens, and bedrooms where ordinary Chinese live. They may not be great warriors or politicians, but their
courageous effortsin living alife with hope and dignity make them true heroes. Thisbook isagem.” “Wang
Ping, author of Aching for Beauty and Foreign Devil

“Sophisticated and ambiguous.” —Asian Review of Books

“Y u Hua captures the simplicities and complexities of Chinese family life over many tumultuous decades.
With great love coated in black humor, Y u Hua shows the great goodness and kindness that a father can
draw upon even in the face of multiple hardships and the sometimes terrible depths that he will go to save his
family.” —Lisa See, author of On Gold Mountain

“A major contemporary novelist, Yu Huawrites with a cold eye but awarm heart. His novels are ingeniously
structured and exude a mythical aura. Though unmistakably Chinese, they are universally resonant.” —Ha Jin,
author of Waiting

From the Inside Flap
One of the last decade's ten most influential books in China, this internationally acclaimed novel by one of



the mainland's most important contemporary writers provides an unflinching portrait of life under Chairman
Mao.

A cart-pusher in asilk mill, Xu Sanguan augments his meager salary with regular visits to the local blood
chief. His visits become lethally frequent as he struggles to provide for hiswife and three sons at the height
of the Cultural Revolution. Shattered to discover that his favorite son was actually born of aliaison between
his wife and a neighbor, he suffers his greatest indignity, while hiswife is publicly scorned as a prostitute.
Although the poverty and betrayals of Mao's regime have drained him, Xu Sanguan ultimately finds strength
in the blood ties of his family. With rare emotional intensity, grippingly raw descriptions of place and time,
and clear-eyed compassion, Y u Hua gives us a stunning tapestry of human life in the grave particulars of one
man's days.

From the Back Cover

“Chronicle of a Blood M erchant takes us straight to the heartland of China—the towns, streets, courtyards,
kitchens, and bedrooms where ordinary Chinese live. They may not be great warriors or politicians, but their
courageous effortsin living alife with hope and dignity make them true heroes. Thisbook isagem.” “Wang
Ping, author of Aching for Beauty

“A major contemporary novelist, Yu Huawrites with a cold eye but awarm heart, and in adistinctive style
that reveals his deep understanding of his subject—the everyday people caught in a sinister web of history and
traditions. Filled with telling details and authentic characters, his novels are ingenioudly structured and exude
amythical aura. Though unmistakably Chinese, they are universally resonant.” —Ha Jin, author of Waiting

“Chronicle of a Blood Merchant is amesmerizing book, one that captures the chaos and fragility of life
during modern China s most turbulent years. Y u Hua s characters bring to life the history, culture, traditions,
and superstitions of Mao’s Chinawithin a story that is well-plotted, poignant, and dramatic. This
examination of a Chinese family’swill to survive will leave readersfilled with inspiration.” —Terrence
Cheng, author of Sons of Heaven

“More than any other Chinese writer of his generation, Y u Hua has a profound understanding of Chinese
society and the psychology of Chinese people. In Chronicle of a Blood M er chant, he uses his uniquely
contemporary and deceptively dispassionate tone, his expansive heart, and succinct, humanistic brushstrokes
to convey awrenching and blackly humoroustale. Long after | closed the book, the character Xu Sanguan
has remained stubbornly impressed upon my heart.” —Dai Sijie, author of Balzac and the Little Chinese
Seamstress

“Y u Hua captures the simplicities and complexities of Chinese family life over many tumultuous decades.
With great love coated in black humor, Y u Hua shows the great goodness and kindness that a father can
draw upon even in the face of multiple hardships and the sometimes terrible depths to which he will go to
save hisfamily.”

—Lisa See, author of On Gold Mountain

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Robert Black:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.



They can be reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the
person who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found
difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you will require this Chronicle of a Blood Merchant.

Sally Staten:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extratime or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. Peopleis human not only arabot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your aternative throughout spending your
spare time, often the book you have read is usually Chronicle of a Blood Merchant.

Linda Porter:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
Chronicle of a Blood Merchant your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in abook then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get
ahead of. The Chronicle of a Blood Merchant giving you an additional experience more than blown away
your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

David Hedges:

As ascholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library aswell asto
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Chronicle of a Blood Merchant can make you really feel more interested to
read.
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