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In the fourth edition of his best-selling textbook, David Silverman provides a
step-by-step guide to planning and conducting qualitative research. Using real
examples from real postgraduate students, the book makes it easy to link theory
to methods and shows how to move from understanding the principles of
qualitative research to doing it yourself.

 
The new edition has been fully updated and now includes:

- a brand new chapter on formulating a research question appropriate for
qualitative research
- an expanded discussion of the role of theory in research
- extended discussion of case study research and the number of cases needed for
effective qualitative research
- further coverage of focus groups and analysing internet data
- new student examples from around the world
- a new section on the common pitfalls encountered in qualitative research
- an expanded companion website with more student examples and videos.

Filled with exercises to test your understanding and develop your skills, as well
as David's own tips for research success based on years of experience, this book
is essential reading for anyone doing qualitative research.

Available with Perusall—an eBook that makes it easier to prepare for class
Perusall is an award-winning eBook platform featuring social annotation tools
that allow students and instructors to collaboratively mark up and discuss their
SAGE textbook. Backed by research and supported by technological innovations
developed at Harvard University, this process of learning through collaborative
annotation keeps your students engaged and makes teaching easier and more
effective. Learn more. 
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and conducting qualitative research. Using real examples from real postgraduate students, the book makes it
easy to link theory to methods and shows how to move from understanding the principles of qualitative
research to doing it yourself.

 
The new edition has been fully updated and now includes:

- a brand new chapter on formulating a research question appropriate for qualitative research
- an expanded discussion of the role of theory in research
- extended discussion of case study research and the number of cases needed for effective qualitative
research
- further coverage of focus groups and analysing internet data
- new student examples from around the world
- a new section on the common pitfalls encountered in qualitative research
- an expanded companion website with more student examples and videos.

Filled with exercises to test your understanding and develop your skills, as well as David's own tips for
research success based on years of experience, this book is essential reading for anyone doing qualitative
research.

Available with Perusall—an eBook that makes it easier to prepare for class
Perusall is an award-winning eBook platform featuring social annotation tools that allow students and
instructors to collaboratively mark up and discuss their SAGE textbook. Backed by research and supported
by technological innovations developed at Harvard University, this process of learning through collaborative
annotation keeps your students engaged and makes teaching easier and more effective. Learn more. 
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Editorial Review

Review
David Silverman expands and revises his seminal text to include a new chapter on Effective Qualitative
Research where he provides five rules to guide the research process. With this book students and novice
researchers alike have the resources and necessary tools to produce an effective research study, thesis, or
dissertation.
Dale Crowe
Faculty, School of Advanced Studies , University of Phoenix

 

Overall, this new edition is a comprehensive and welcome updating of what was already an essential text.
Silverman takes his readers through a substantial and comprehensive introduction to qualitative research and
gives them pointers for where to go next. This book will be of great use to students studying research
methods, and will give them a thorough and readable introduction to what can sometimes feel like a rather
overwhelming subject. As such it deserves its place on reading lists. (Sally Brown 2013-10-22)

'any practitioner who has been away from the classroom and textbooks for some time will find this resource
refreshing, engaging and help re-light their passion for qualitative research. Silverman pulls no punches in
challenging the reader to be brave, bold, and open in their approach and application.'

(Shane Brownie SRA Research Matters)

About the Author

David Silverman is Visiting Professor in the Business School, University of Technology, Sydney, Emeritus
Professor in the Sociology Department, Goldsmiths’ College and Adjunct Professor in the School of
Education, Queensland University of Technology. He has lived in London for most of his life, where he
attended Christ's College Finchley and did a BSc (Economics) at the London School of Economics in the
1960s. Afterwards, he went to the USA for graduate work, obtaining an MA in the Sociology Department,
University of California, Los Angeles. He returned to LSE to write a PhD on organization theory. This was
published as The Theory of Organizations in 1970.

Apart from brief spells teaching at UCLA, his main teaching career was at Goldsmiths College. His three
major research projects were on decision making in the Personnel Department of the Greater London
Council (Organizational Work, written with Jill Jones, 1975), paediatric outpatient clinics (Communication
and Medical Practice, 1987) and HIV-test counselling (Discourses of Counselling, 1997). 

He pioneered a taught MA in Qualitative Research at Goldsmiths in 1985 and supervised around 30
successful PhD students. Since becoming Emeritus Professor in 1999, he has continued publishing
methodology books. David regularly runs qualitative research workshops for five universities in Sydney and
Brisbane. He has also run workshops for research students in Finland, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, France,
Sri Lanka and Tanzania. Since 2000, he has done voluntary work with people with dementia. resident in an



old people’s home

Besides all this, David's other interests include classical music, literary fiction, bridge, county cricket
and spending time with his grandchildren.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tiara Arnold:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Doing Qualitative Research: A Practical
Handbook e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Doing Qualitative Research: A
Practical Handbook as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break
don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Allison Carson:

You could spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Doing Qualitative Research: A Practical
Handbook is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not
include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it.
You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.

Melvin Belknap:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in
the top collection in your reading list is Doing Qualitative Research: A Practical Handbook. This book which
can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Carolyn Baird:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Doing Qualitative Research: A
Practical Handbook or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes Doing Qualitative Research: A Practical Handbook to make your



spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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