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This book investigates the central role of reason in Islamic intellectual life.
Despite widespread characterization of Islam as a system of belief based only on
revelation, John Walbridge argues that rational methods, not fundamentalism,
have characterized Islamic law, philosophy, and education since the medieval
period. His research demonstrates that this medieval Islamic rational tradition
was opposed by both modernists and fundamentalists, resulting in a general
collapse of traditional Islamic intellectual life and its replacement by more
modern but far shallower forms of thought. However, the resources of this
Islamic scholarly tradition remain an integral part of the Islamic intellectual
tradition and will prove vital to its revival. The future of Islam, Walbridge
argues, will be marked by a return to rationalism.
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This book investigates the central role of reason in Islamic intellectual life. Despite widespread
characterization of Islam as a system of belief based only on revelation, John Walbridge argues that rational
methods, not fundamentalism, have characterized Islamic law, philosophy, and education since the medieval
period. His research demonstrates that this medieval Islamic rational tradition was opposed by both
modernists and fundamentalists, resulting in a general collapse of traditional Islamic intellectual life and its
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revival. The future of Islam, Walbridge argues, will be marked by a return to rationalism.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Walbridge's book is clearly the product of many years of study and reflection. Its tone is thoughtful,
scholarly, and temperate. It is a fruitful source of insights for scholars of Islam, the Middle East, and
international politics. Those who argue that Islam is inherently radical and irrational must take account of the
argument he offers here, and the path he indicates for the modernization of Islam."
Luigi Bradizza, The European Legacy

About the Author
John Walbridge is a Professor of Near Eastern Languages and Cultures at Indiana University. He is the
author of nine books on Islam and Arabic culture, including four books on Islamic philosophy, including The
Wisdom of the Mystic East: Suhrawardi and Platonic Orientalism (2001) and Suhrawardi: The Philosophy of
Illumination (with Hossein Ziai, 1999).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stacey Lawrence:

Here thing why this God and Logic in Islam: The Caliphate of Reason are different and reliable to be yours.
First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. God and Logic in Islam: The Caliphate of Reason giving you information deeper
since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with God and Logic
in Islam: The Caliphate of Reason. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about
the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of God and Logic in Islam: The Caliphate of
Reason in e-book can be your alternative.

Eduardo Ford:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The God and Logic in Islam: The Caliphate of Reason is
kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Sean Lee:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with



their family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the reserve untitled God and Logic in Islam: The Caliphate of Reason can be good
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

India Oakley:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books
in the top record in your reading list is God and Logic in Islam: The Caliphate of Reason. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking
upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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