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A philosophical look at the movie Inception and its brilliant metaphysical
puzzles

Is the top still spinning? Was it all a dream? In the world of Christopher Nolan's
four-time Academy Award-winning movie, people can share one another's
dreams and alter their beliefs and thoughts. Inception is a metaphysical heist film
that raises more questions than it answers: Can we know what is real? Can you
be held morally responsible for what you do in dreams? What is the nature of
dreams, and what do they tell us about the boundaries of "self" and "other"?
From Plato to Aristotle and from Descartes to Hume, Inception and Philosophy
draws from important philosophical minds to shed new light on the movie's
captivating themes, including the one that everyone talks about: did the top fall
down (and does it even matter)?

Explores the movie's key questions and themes, including how we can tell if●

we're dreaming or awake, how to make sense of a paradox, and whether or not
inception is possible
Gives new insights into the nature of free will, time, dreams, and the●

unconscious mind
Discusses different interpretations of the film, and whether or not philosophy●

can help shed light on which is the "right one"
Deepens your understanding of the movie's multi-layered plot and dream-●

infiltrating characters, including Dom Cobb, Arthur, Mal, Ariadne, Eames,
Saito, and Yusuf

An essential companion for every dedicated Inception fan, this book will enrich
your experience of the Inception universe and its complex dreamscape.
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A philosophical look at the movie Inception and its brilliant metaphysical puzzles

Is the top still spinning? Was it all a dream? In the world of Christopher Nolan's four-time Academy Award-
winning movie, people can share one another's dreams and alter their beliefs and thoughts. Inception is a
metaphysical heist film that raises more questions than it answers: Can we know what is real? Can you be
held morally responsible for what you do in dreams? What is the nature of dreams, and what do they tell us
about the boundaries of "self" and "other"? From Plato to Aristotle and from Descartes to Hume, Inception
and Philosophy draws from important philosophical minds to shed new light on the movie's captivating
themes, including the one that everyone talks about: did the top fall down (and does it even matter)?

Explores the movie's key questions and themes, including how we can tell if we're dreaming or awake, how●

to make sense of a paradox, and whether or not inception is possible
Gives new insights into the nature of free will, time, dreams, and the unconscious mind●

Discusses different interpretations of the film, and whether or not philosophy can help shed light on which●

is the "right one"
Deepens your understanding of the movie's multi-layered plot and dream-infiltrating characters, including●

Dom Cobb, Arthur, Mal, Ariadne, Eames, Saito, and Yusuf

An essential companion for every dedicated Inception fan, this book will enrich your experience of the
Inception universe and its complex dreamscape.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

Did the top fall?

Was the whole movie just a dream?

Is it possible for us to know what is truly real?

When should we take our own leap of faith?

Is paradox possible?

In the complex world of Christopher Nolan's four-time Academy Award–winning metaphysical heist film,
Inception, Dom Cobb has the ability to infiltrate people's dreams to steal and even alter their beliefs and
thoughts. Lurking behind these acts of extraction and inception are profound moral and philosophical issues.
From Plato to Aristotle, from Descartes to Hume, Inception and Philosophy draws from the greatest
philosophical minds to shed new light on the movie's key questions and captivating themes. Can we tell
whether we are dreaming or awake? Is inception possible? Can sense be made of paradox? And the one that
everyone still talks about: did the top fall—or does it even matter? You'll also deepen your understanding of
the movie's multilayered plot and dream-crashing characters, examine different interpretations of the film,
and discover whether or not philosophy can help determine which interpretation is the "right" one. You'll
even find a list of hidden secrets in the movie that you missed!

About the Author

David Kyle johnson is assistant professor of philosophy at King's College in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania,
and the editor of Heroes and Philosophy.

William Irwin is a professor of philosophy at King's College. He originated the philosophy and popular
culture genre of books as coeditor of the bestselling The Simpsons and Philosophy and has overseen recent
titles, including House and Philosophy, Alice in Wonderland and Philosophy, and Mad Men and Philosophy.
To learn more about the Blackwell Philosophy and Pop Culture series,

visit www.andphilosophy.com

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Darren Marshall:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever they



acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking at a book?
Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably
you should have this Inception and Philosophy: Because It's Never Just a Dream.

Leslie Hackett:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Inception and
Philosophy: Because It's Never Just a Dream? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have other opinion?

Dorothy Whisler:

This Inception and Philosophy: Because It's Never Just a Dream is completely new way for you who has
interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon
it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
Inception and Philosophy: Because It's Never Just a Dream can be the light food for you because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this!
Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.

William Holt:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Inception and Philosophy: Because It's Never
Just a Dream was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Inception and
Philosophy: Because It's Never Just a Dream has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the
best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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