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Varietals of Capitalism shows that politics is an omnipresent part of the
economics of wine and of economic activity in general. Based on a four-year
research project encompassing fieldwork in France, Spain, Italy, and Romania,
Xabier Itçaina, Antoine Roger, and Andy Smith examine the causes and effects
of a radical reform adopted at the EU level in 2008. Regulatory change politically
transformed the rationale of EU support to the wine industry, from shaping the
supply side to encouraging producers to adapt to the demands of a supposedly
"new consumer."

To explain the adoption and impact of the reform, the authors develop an
analytical framework to capture the actors—their perceptions, preferences, and
interdependencies—within an industry crisscrossed by institutions located at the
global, European, national, and local scales. This framework combines concepts
and lessons from historical institutionalism and regulationist economics,
Bourdieu's field theory, and the sociology of public policymaking. The authors
reject accounts that attribute policy change simply to material determinants and
“the invisible hand of the market.” They emphasize the crucial importance of
institutions within sectors of the economy, and propose ways to bolster
constructivist approaches to political economy by linking industrial change to
scientific and bureaucratic balances of power. This book’s novel focus on
different levels of institutional impact should prove influential in the study of the
politics of industry, and more broadly within the comparative analysis of
capitalism.
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Varietals of Capitalism shows that politics is an omnipresent part of the economics of wine and of economic
activity in general. Based on a four-year research project encompassing fieldwork in France, Spain, Italy, and
Romania, Xabier Itçaina, Antoine Roger, and Andy Smith examine the causes and effects of a radical reform
adopted at the EU level in 2008. Regulatory change politically transformed the rationale of EU support to the
wine industry, from shaping the supply side to encouraging producers to adapt to the demands of a
supposedly "new consumer."

To explain the adoption and impact of the reform, the authors develop an analytical framework to capture the
actors—their perceptions, preferences, and interdependencies—within an industry crisscrossed by
institutions located at the global, European, national, and local scales. This framework combines concepts
and lessons from historical institutionalism and regulationist economics, Bourdieu's field theory, and the
sociology of public policymaking. The authors reject accounts that attribute policy change simply to material
determinants and “the invisible hand of the market.” They emphasize the crucial importance of institutions
within sectors of the economy, and propose ways to bolster constructivist approaches to political economy
by linking industrial change to scientific and bureaucratic balances of power. This book’s novel focus on
different levels of institutional impact should prove influential in the study of the politics of industry, and
more broadly within the comparative analysis of capitalism.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Varietals of Capitalism is a truly wonderful book bringing Premier grand cru classé scholarship to bear on
the political economy of wine. Layered, rich yet subtle, substantial and lingering long on the intellectual
palate, this should be required reading for all students of markets seen in their proper social and political
context, all institutionally minded social and political analysts, and anyone interested in the social, political,
and economic processes underpinning the production of the wine in their glass."?Colin Hay, Sciences Po,
Paris

"The taste of wine is political. This is the main proposition offered by the authors of this remarkable book
about the transformation of the European wine industry. Informed by a constructivist perspective, Varietals
of Capitalism shows how traditions, some of them centuries old, were uprooted by recent legislative reforms
at the European level based on new interpretations of the challenges facing the industry from global
competition. The book goes beyond exploring this transformation, providing new landmarks for a political
economy that navigates between structuralism and voluntarism."?Jens Beckert, Max Planck Institute for the
Study of Societies

"Varietals of Capitalism persuasively portrays the major 2008 reform in European wine regulations as part of
a longer, larger process of political-economic change. Based on a four-country study that is simultaneously
broad and fine-grained, this book builds an appealing study of the politics of wine into an important
statement on political economy."?Craig Parsons, University of Oregon

About the Author

Xabier Itçaina is a research fellow at the CNRS-Centre Emile Durkheim, Sciences Po Bordeaux, University
of Bordeaux. He is coeditor of Politics of Religion in Western Europe: Modernities in Conflict? and author
of two books in French.

Antoine Roger is Professor of Political Science at Centre Emile Durkheim, Sciences Po Bordeaux,
University of Bordeaux, and the author or editor of several books in French.

Andy Smith is Research Professor in Political Science at Centre Emile Durkheim, Sciences Po Bordeaux,



University of Bordeaux. He is coeditor of Industries and Globalization: The Political Causality of Difference
and The EU's Government of Industries: Markets, Institutions and Politics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Janet Roldan:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly
because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Varietals of Capitalism: A Political
Economy of the Changing Wine Industry (Cornell Studies in Political Economy) to read.

Jennifer Galaviz:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Varietals of Capitalism: A Political Economy of the Changing Wine Industry (Cornell Studies in Political
Economy) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown
for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one
application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The Varietals of Capitalism:
A Political Economy of the Changing Wine Industry (Cornell Studies in Political Economy) giving you an
additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life
with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when
you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

Rodolfo Rodgers:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Varietals of Capitalism: A Political Economy of the
Changing Wine Industry (Cornell Studies in Political Economy) was colourful and of course has pictures on
there. As we know that book Varietals of Capitalism: A Political Economy of the Changing Wine Industry
(Cornell Studies in Political Economy) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of
book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself
and try to like reading that will.

Christopher Hartwick:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By the



book Varietals of Capitalism: A Political Economy of the Changing Wine Industry (Cornell Studies in
Political Economy) we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person
must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be
doubt to change your life with this book Varietals of Capitalism: A Political Economy of the Changing Wine
Industry (Cornell Studies in Political Economy). You can more inviting than now.
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