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What do all those lines and squiggles and dots mean? Basic Music Theory takes
you through the sometimes confusing world of written music with a clear,
concise style that is at times funny and always friendly. The book is written by an
experienced music teacher using methods refined over more than twenty years in
schools and in his private teaching studio. Lessons are fun, well-paced, and
enjoyable. Whether you’re a beginner of any age, whether you’re an experienced
player who wants to bone up on your theory, or whether you teach music and
need a fun way to do it, you’ll find this book valuable and will refer to it again
and again.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Basic Music Theory is an ideal and highly recommended text for anyone of any background wanting to
become proficient in the reading, composing, and performance of written and notated music."
--Midwest Book Review
(5 stars, highest rating)

"This is a book that covers lots of ground without ever appearing "difficult." It is written in a breezy,
conversational manner, so one "talk" naturally drifts into the next."
--KLIATT Library Review Service

"Basic Music Theory by Jonathan Harnum explains the subject in a manner that is light-hearted and easy to
follow. For someone in their late forties (like me) who hasn't had formal music training since the age of
thirteen, it's been extremely useful. I can now say that I'm able to read music and understand some of the
more-complex musical arrangements. I've been playing the saxophone for about 18 months now and the
book has helped to bring me from a level of not being able to read music up to one of reasonable competence
at sight reading.
--Chris Ward (Kendal, UK) 

"Basic Music Theory by Jonathan Harnum, is an excellent book for people of all levels. Whether you are a
beginner, or learned musician, this book is a very comprehensive source of material, that is both
accessible,easy to read & understand, and very enjoyable. I have played various instruments over 24
years.And because of Harnum's matter of fact, conversational tone, this book has lent more to my
understanding of basic music theory than all my private insturctors combined. Easy and completely
understandable!"
--Ruben Tamayo, Los Angeles, CA 

Basic Music Theory encompasses more than just the basics for beginning piano or violin students. Anyone
who hopes to play any instrument should find this a great starting place. Harnum draws on his experience of
having taught thousands of students to produce a book that's just loaded with information, yet manages to
convey that information with a light touch and a bit of humor that makes it understandable for teens and
adults, and maybe even for middle school students.
                                                    -Kathy Duffie, homeschool book reviews. Full review (is.gd/kowore)

From the Publisher
This book is a unique and worthy addition to the library of anyone interested in music.

From the Author
This book was first written over 10 years ago for my students because there were no books like this one at
the time (friendly and easy, with concepts simply and clearly explained). I've used it with students from



grade school through college, as well as older adults with no previous musical experience. This completely
updated 4th edition was written after I completed a PhD in music education and realized that the book could
be even better. It will help you learn to read music.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susan Williams:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Basic Music Theory, 4th ed.: How to Read, Write, and Understand
Written Music. Try to the actual book Basic Music Theory, 4th ed.: How to Read, Write, and Understand
Written Music as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes
you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

Casey Larsen:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question due
to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Basic Music Theory, 4th ed.:
How to Read, Write, and Understand Written Music to read.

Gabrielle Oneal:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Basic Music
Theory, 4th ed.: How to Read, Write, and Understand Written Music book as basic and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Thomas Paine:

You could spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Basic Music Theory, 4th ed.: How to
Read, Write, and Understand Written Music is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there



are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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