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"The conception of culture and philosophy's role within it developed in this work
permits interesting formulations of a number of important issues and concepts:
the relations between the utopian and utilitarian functions of philosophic theory;
the character of the aesthetic and mystical sensibilities; the meaning and function
of metaphor and of irony; the value of theoretical consensus; the nature of
philosophic communication; and the distinctive relation of Plato and Socrates as
amodel for philosophic activity." -- David L. Hall

With Eros and Irony, David Hall re-evaluates the cultural role of philosophy,
probing to the very heart of questionsin epistemology, metaphysics, and
philosophy of culture. Two central arguments structure the book: the first is that
in modern culture the autonomy of the aesthetic and religious sensibilities has
been seriously qualified by an overemphasis on narrowly rational moral interests.
The second is that philosophic activity must be construed in terms of two
conflicting elements: the desire for completeness of understanding, and the
failure to achieve such understanding.

Hall provides a historical survey of philosophic thought, encompassing Plato,
Kant, Wittgenstein, Heidegger, and Whitehead. He also avails himself of sources
outside of philosophy, in such diverse fields as poetry, psychology, physics, and
Eastern religion, to create awork that not only addresses key issuesin
philosophy, but also has deep implications for science, art, religion, morality, and
cultural self-understanding.

"One cannot read this book without being challenged to the core about the way in
which he perceivesthe world. It isinteresting, provocative, and engagingly
written." -- Donald Crosby, Professor of Philosophy, Colorado State University

"Hall'swork is arather extraordinary achievement. He discusses with
imagination and authority issues ranging over the entire history of philosophy
and with special relevance to contemporary cultural situations. It is awonderful
piece of work." -- Eliot Deutsch, Professor of Philosophy, University of Hawaii
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With Eros and Irony, David Hall re-evaluates the cultural role of philosophy, probing to the very heart of
guestions in epistemol ogy, metaphysics, and philosophy of culture. Two central arguments structure the
book: the first is that in modern culture the autonomy of the aesthetic and religious sensibilities has been
serioudly qualified by an overemphasis on narrowly rational moral interests. The second is that philosophic
activity must be construed in terms of two conflicting elements: the desire for completeness of
understanding, and the failure to achieve such understanding.

Hall provides a historical survey of philosophic thought, encompassing Plato, Kant, Wittgenstein, Heidegger,
and Whitehead. He also avails himself of sources outside of philosophy, in such diverse fields as poetry,
psychology, physics, and Eastern religion, to create awork that not only addresses key issues in philosophy,
but also has deep implications for science, art, religion, morality, and cultural self-understanding.

"One cannot read this book without being challenged to the core about the way in which he perceives the
world. It isinteresting, provocative, and engagingly written." -- Donald Crosby, Professor of Philosophy,
Colorado State University

"Hal'swork is arather extraordinary achievement. He discusses with imagination and authority issues
ranging over the entire history of philosophy and with special relevance to contemporary cultural situations.
It isawonderful piece of work." -- Eliot Deutsch, Professor of Philosophy, University of Hawaii
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Editorial Review

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Guadalupe Baxter:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you alot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Eros and Irony: A
Prelude to Philosophical Anarchism (Suny Seriesin Systematic Philosophy) (SUNY Series in Philosophy), it
ispossibleto tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a e-book.

George Marsh:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Eros and Irony: A Prelude to Philosophical Anarchism
(Suny Seriesin Systematic Philosophy) (SUNY Seriesin Philosophy) why because the fantastic cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic
asthe outside as well as cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

David Otten:

This Erosand Irony: A Prelude to Philosophical Anarchism (Suny Seriesin Systematic Philosophy) (SUNY
Series in Philosophy) is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information as it
relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having
little bit of digest in reading this Eros and Irony: A Prelude to Philosophical Anarchism (Suny Seriesin
Systematic Philosophy) (SUNY Seriesin Philosophy) can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form
that is reachable by anyone, yep | mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form make
them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading areserve especially
this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anindividual. So, don't miss the idea!
Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.



Charles Gray:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This reserve Eros and Irony: A Prelude to Philosophical Anarchism (Suny Seriesin
Systematic Philosophy) (SUNY Series in Philosophy) was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to
add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In
the modern eralike currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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