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What will they look like? That is the question addressed in this wonderfully
illustrated book for "earthlings" who want to explore beyond the cardboard aliens
of television science fiction to find out what science says about our cosmic
cousins from other planet--if they exist.

Author Terence Dickinson, an acclaimed astronomy writer, examines t! he
picture we have absorbed from TV and movies about creatures from other
planets, from the friendly visitor in E.T. to the savage creature in Alien and the
gaggle of other-worldly folk from Star Trek and its clones. Dickinson then
explains how the variety of environments in the universe could give rise to
creature far more different from us than anything Hollywood's invented.

Through the talents of illustrator Adolf Schaller, one of the chief artists and
Emmy-award winner from Carl Sagan's Cosmos television series, alien worlds
come alive with plants, insects and animals never dreamed of before. Yet,
Schaller's vision is based on sound assumptions about the gravity of each
hypothetical planet, the type of star that it orbits and other factors that bring
plausible alien environments to life. The book winds up with a look at "life as we
don't know it," featuring creatures and entities that might have evolved from
something other that carbon-based biology, the foundation of ! Earth life.

A unique blend of science and imagination, Extraterrestrials will compel
anyone who has ever thought about what-and who-might be out there.
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Author Terence Dickinson, an acclaimed astronomy writer, examines t! he picture we have absorbed from
TV and movies about creatures from other planets, from the friendly visitor in E.T. to the savage creature in
Alien and the gaggle of other-worldly folk from Star Trek and its clones. Dickinson then explains how the
variety of environments in the universe could give rise to creature far more different from us than anything
Hollywood's invented.

Through the talents of illustrator Adolf Schaller, one of the chief artists and Emmy-award winner from Carl
Sagan's Cosmos television series, alien worlds come alive with plants, insects and animals never dreamed of
before. Yet, Schaller's vision is based on sound assumptions about the gravity of each hypothetical planet,
the type of star that it orbits and other factors that bring plausible alien environments to life. The book winds
up with a look at "life as we don't know it," featuring creatures and entities that might have evolved from
something other that carbon-based biology, the foundation of ! Earth life.

A unique blend of science and imagination, Extraterrestrials will compel anyone who has ever thought
about what-and who-might be out there.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

The best-selling author of "Nightwatch", "Exploring the Night Sky", "The Backyard Astronomer's Guide",
"Exploring the Sky by Day", and "From Big Bang to Planet X", Terence Dickinson has received many
national and international science awards including the New York Academy of Sciences Book of the Year
Award and the Royal Canadian Institute's Sandford Fleming Medal. More than one million of his previous
books are in print in three languages.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Are We Alone?

What will they look like? Extraterrestrials, that is. We've seen lots of aliens on television and in the movies --
everything from Mr. Spock to talking rocks.

Some of those television and movie aliens look exactly like us. Some are just a bit different, with weird skin
color, pointy ears or distorted facial features. Others are bizarre, like the giant walrus-like Jabba the Hutt in
the Star Wars movie Return of the Jedi.

But have you ever wondered whether these aliens actually make sense? What do they eat? What is their
home planet like? What type of air do they breathe?

In this book, we venture beyond the aliens we know from television and the movies and try to be a little
more scientific in our approach as we explore what extraterrestrials might be like -- if they exist. We
examine the possibilities for life as we know it and travel into the shadowy realm of life as we don't know it.
We have tried to blend science and imagination to depict life on other planets. It's a voyage into the possible,
if not the probably.

One thing we do know when we look around us at the other planets in our own solar system is that we don't
find worlds with surface conditions anything like the Earth's. Not a drop of water exists on our moon. The
nearest planet, Venus, has a surface hot enough to melt lead, even at its poles. Our other nearby planetary
neighbor, Mars -- the planet most like Earth -- is a frigid desert world. Mars and Venus are the planets where
astronomers expected to find conditions similar to those on Earth.

In fact, the more we learn about other worlds, the more we realize that an enormous variety of conditions
exists out there. Although only a small fraction of those environments could support life as we know it, the
universe, as we shall see, is a very big place.

Imagine that each star in the known universe is represented by a single grain of sand. A thimble would hold
all the stars visible on a clear, dark summer night. A large construction wheelbarrow would contain the
Milky Way, the galaxy in which our sun resides. But to demonstrate the immense numbers of stars in the
universe, we need a freight train with hopper cars filled with sand. As the train begins to speed by us at a
level crossing, we count the cars while we wait. The cars roar past, one per second. We would have to keep
count 24 hours a day for three years before the universe train had completed its pass.



If only one star in a billion is parent to a planet with life, then at least one trillion planets in the universe
harbor living matter. Suppose that during the history of the Milky Way Galaxy, a few hundred other
intelligent technological civilizations arose on places much like Earth. What would these civilizations be
like? It's a powerful question -- one that carries the mind to limitless speculation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jonathan Flannagan:

The reserve with title Extraterrestrials: A Field Guide for Earthlings posesses a lot of information that you
can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Donald Mobley:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Extraterrestrials: A Field Guide
for Earthlings that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react to the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick
Extraterrestrials: A Field Guide for Earthlings become your own personal starter.

Christopher Pruett:

Beside that Extraterrestrials: A Field Guide for Earthlings in your phone, it might give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from
your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to
have Extraterrestrials: A Field Guide for Earthlings because this book offers to you readable information. Do
you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have
this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from right now!

Eric Rodriguez:

You can obtain this Extraterrestrials: A Field Guide for Earthlings by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy
this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to



choose appropriate ways for you.
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