
Habits of Mind: Fostering Access and
Excellence in Higher Education

By Carol M. Allen, William B. Allen

Habits of Mind: Fostering Access and Excellence in Higher Education By
Carol M. Allen, William B. Allen

Habits of Mind maintains that the fact that almost everyone now goes to college
need not be seen as an obstacle to excellence in education. Some critics have
insisted that college is not for everyone, but William B. Allen and Carol Allen
assert that the college diploma has rightly become as much the norm in this
century as the high school diploma was during the twentieth century.
Accordingly, it is essential that higher education remains true to its deepest
purpose: the cultivation of proficient humanity. The authors see the key to this
goal as the development of judgment, or "habits of mind." Habits of mind are far
and away the most influential determinants of human conduct, and nowhere are
they more profoundly shaped than in institutions of higher education.
Furthermore, liberal education has proven most effective in this undertaking.

The authors elaborate on the purpose of higher education and identify the chief
obstacles to achieving its aim. They demonstrate the critical role of academic
leaders in achieving the aim of higher education and posit that excellence in
judgment is the primary characteristic of the academic leaders who fulfill this
role. They examine three aspects of access to higher education: academic
readiness, the cost and funding of higher education, and the capacity of the
physical plant. Finally, they use policies developed in Virginia to demonstrate
realistic approaches to achieving the aims of access and quality discussed
throughout the book.

The authors draw on their years of experience as practitioners in both private and
public institutions, liberal arts colleges, and research universities to develop their
material. This volume will be of interest to faculty and students in higher
education programs, nation and state public policymakers, legislative and
academic leaders, and a general public concerned about the cost and value of a
college education.
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Habits of Mind maintains that the fact that almost everyone now goes to college need not be seen as an
obstacle to excellence in education. Some critics have insisted that college is not for everyone, but William
B. Allen and Carol Allen assert that the college diploma has rightly become as much the norm in this century
as the high school diploma was during the twentieth century. Accordingly, it is essential that higher
education remains true to its deepest purpose: the cultivation of proficient humanity. The authors see the key
to this goal as the development of judgment, or "habits of mind." Habits of mind are far and away the most
influential determinants of human conduct, and nowhere are they more profoundly shaped than in institutions
of higher education. Furthermore, liberal education has proven most effective in this undertaking.

The authors elaborate on the purpose of higher education and identify the chief obstacles to achieving its
aim. They demonstrate the critical role of academic leaders in achieving the aim of higher education and
posit that excellence in judgment is the primary characteristic of the academic leaders who fulfill this role.
They examine three aspects of access to higher education: academic readiness, the cost and funding of higher
education, and the capacity of the physical plant. Finally, they use policies developed in Virginia to
demonstrate realistic approaches to achieving the aims of access and quality discussed throughout the book.

The authors draw on their years of experience as practitioners in both private and public institutions, liberal
arts colleges, and research universities to develop their material. This volume will be of interest to faculty
and students in higher education programs, nation and state public policymakers, legislative and academic
leaders, and a general public concerned about the cost and value of a college education.
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Editorial Review

Review

"...a compelling synthesis that clears away much of the intellectual clutter in strategic planning and offers a
creative, if somewhat elitist, theory that fuses the strengths of the university with the context and challenges
of the 21st century."

—Choice

"The goal of higher education as described by Allen and Allen is based on a curriculum of study for a
proficient humanity characterized by excellence in judgement.... The authors have presented a refreshing
treatise on the values of education, respect for working toward a more civilized society, acknowledgement of
human diginity and the need for more moral and fair treatment within our society. Higher education is
positioned to contribute to these lofty ideals and is described very well in this book."

—Alton L. Taylor, University of Virginia  

About the Author

Carol M. Allen is a research specialist in the Department of Political Science, Michigan State University and
a free-lance editor. She has published articles on literacy, cooperative collection development, and library
systems implementation.

William B. Allen is professor of political science and director of the program in public policy and
administration at Michigan State University. He is author of The Federalist Papers: A Commentary and Let
the Advice be Good: A Defense of Madison's Democratic Nationalism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Herman Lewis:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
Habits of Mind: Fostering Access and Excellence in Higher Education.



Asia Haynes:

You may get this Habits of Mind: Fostering Access and Excellence in Higher Education by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.

Daniel Grinder:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Habits of Mind: Fostering Access and Excellence in Higher
Education can make you sense more interested to read.

Cheri Whaley:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Habits of Mind: Fostering Access and
Excellence in Higher Education to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book
and learn it. Beside that the publication Habits of Mind: Fostering Access and Excellence in Higher
Education can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're
doing of these time.
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