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Beginning after World War |, Houston was transformed from a black-and-white
frontier town into one of the most ethnically and racially diverse urban areasin
the United States. Houston Bound draws on socia and cultural history to show
how, despite Anglo attemptsto fix racial categories through Jim Crow laws,
converging migrations—particularly those of Mexicans and
Creoles—complicated ideas of blackness and whiteness and introduced different
understandings about race. This migration history also uses music and sound to
examine these racial complexities, tracing the emergence of Houston's blues and
jazz scenesin the 1920s as well as the hybrid forms of these genres that arose
when migrants forged shared social space and carved out new communities and
politics.

Thisinterdisciplinary book provides both an innovative historiography about

migration and immigration in the twentieth century and a critical examination of
acity located in the former Confederacy.
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Beginning after World War |, Houston was transformed from a black-and-white frontier town into one of the
most ethnically and racially diverse urban areas in the United States. Houston Bound draws on social and
cultural history to show how, despite Anglo attempts to fix racial categoriesthrough Jim Crow laws,
converging migrations—particularly those of Mexicans and Creoles—complicated ideas of blackness and
whiteness and introduced different understandings about race. This migration history aso uses music and
sound to examine these racial complexities, tracing the emergence of Houston's blues and jazz scenesin the
1920s as well asthe hybrid forms of these genres that arose when migrants forged shared socia space and
carved out new communities and politics.

This interdisciplinary book provides both an innovative historiography about migration and immigration in
the twentieth century and a critical examination of a city located in the former Confederacy.
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Editorial Review
From the Inside Flap

"Balancing a stunning variety of variables—ancestry and color, legal and customary segregation, rural and
urban origins, religious and musical traditions—Tyina L. Steptoe explores in fine detail the making and
unmaking of 'this thing we call race." Contrasting recurrent ethnic conflict in several spheres with shared
musical performances among Creoles and blacks, Mexican Americans and Mexicans, this book tells the
story of multicultural production like no other that | know of. Houston Bound opens new historiographical
conversations and complicates old ones."—Kevin Mumford, Professor of History, University of Illinois at
Urbana—Champaign

"Houston Bound is an important and pathbreaking example of the new Southern Studies. Steptoe reveals how
cultural interactions between Texas blacks, Louisiana Creoles, and Mexican and Tejano migrants to Houston
in the twentieth century produced fluid and changing understandings of racial identity even as whites passed
Jim Crow lawsto try to fix a black-white racial binary."—Grace Elizabeth Hale, Commonwealth Chair of
American Studies and Professor of History, University of Virginia

" Steptoe probes deeply and insightfully into the cultural and racial dynamics of Creoles of color, black
Texans, and ethnic Mexicans where these communities transformed conventional understandings of racial
space and place in the Jim Crow South, often despite differences in language, religion, racial identity, and
especialy musical expression—from jazz, blues, and 'la-1a to Tejano soul, orquesta, zydeco, and the cross-
racial music of Beyoncé and Chingo Bling. Houston Bound is a historical tour de force that reveals the
Bayou City and itsintricately entwined cultures as a close cousin of New Orleans."—Neil Foley, author

of Mexicans in the Making of America

"Tyina Steptoe pushes the historical and theoretical boundaries of Borderlands and Black Studies to produce
amagnificent relational history of Blacks, Creoles, whites, and Mexicans in Houston. The stories she
uncovers remind us of the indelible historical and cultural links between these communities. Houston

Bound will dramatically expand how we think about the history of race, politics, and popular culturein
Houston and, more broadly, the confederate South."—Gaye Theresa Johnson, Associate Professor

of Chicana/o Studies and Black Studies, University of California—Los Angeles.

About the Author

Tyina L. Steptoeis Assistant Professor of History at the University of Arizona.
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Pipkin:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Houston Bound: Culture and Color in aJim Crow City (American



Crossroads). Try to face the book Houston Bound: Culture and Color in aJim Crow City (American
Crossroads) as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you fedl alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it isvery fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you
far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience
along with knowledge with this book.

Harry Dwyer:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by
apublication. Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant point to bring us around
the world. Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Houston Bound: Culture
and Color in aJim Crow City (American Crossroads) will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel
much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a
book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in
search of best book or suited book with you?

Evelyn Wiley:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for awhileis
reading. Y es, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Houston Bound:
Culture and Color in aJim Crow City (American Crossroads) book as beginner and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Audrey Spence:

Y ou can find this Houston Bound: Culture and Color in a Jim Crow City (American Crossroads) by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern eraincluding now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are till revise. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.
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