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Every culture and time has its myths. You might say that myths help us to
understand people, since just like people they can be inspirational and beautiful,
as well as cruel and violent. The main players in mythology are the original
drama kings and queens — they hang themselves in shame, poke out their own
eyes, rule cities, and marry their relatives — and the fun doesn’t stop there! If
you want all the scoop on gods and goddesses, fates and furies, monsters and
heroes from around the world, Mythology for Dummies is the Who’s Who of
mythological figures that you can’t do without.

It’s no secret that mythology can be confusing for anyone. From cultural hero
Johnny Appleseed, to manly Odysseus, to femme fatale Aphrodite, and those
pesky Cyclops running amuck on that faraway island, Mythology for Dummies
covers all the bases, including information on:

Greek mythology●

Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey●

Roman mythology●

Virgil’s Aeneid●

Beowulf●

Non-European mythology●

Also, this book will get you up to speed on the heavy stuff—like how mythology
intersects with our lives, and explores the meaning of existence. Organized into
chapters on specific topics, it breaks down the common types of myths and
mythological figures, and offers plain-English explanations of how myths have
appeared in cultures throughout the ages. You’ll find what you need to know on
these topics and many more:

What makes myths different from legends and fairy tales●

Greek creation myths and those really ancient Greek Gods●

The Olympian Gods (taller, younger, and better looking than you)●

The Greek goddesses (the fairest and the meanest of them all)●

Heroes — made, born, and re-born●

Mythological places from Elysium Fields, to Atlantis, and Xanadu●

Roman religion — how it was begged, borrowed, and stolen●
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You’ll also enjoy helpful features like charts comparing major figures, and a
tear-out tip-sheet with a timeline of world civilizations. Whether you want to
dabble in the wonders of mythology or get serious, Mythology for Dummies will
demystify the subject, and show you how important myths can be to a culture.
You’ll never say, “It’s only a myth” again!
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It’s no secret that mythology can be confusing for anyone. From cultural hero Johnny Appleseed, to manly
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Roman mythology●
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Also, this book will get you up to speed on the heavy stuff—like how mythology intersects with our lives,
and explores the meaning of existence. Organized into chapters on specific topics, it breaks down the
common types of myths and mythological figures, and offers plain-English explanations of how myths have
appeared in cultures throughout the ages. You’ll find what you need to know on these topics and many more:

What makes myths different from legends and fairy tales●

Greek creation myths and those really ancient Greek Gods●

The Olympian Gods (taller, younger, and better looking than you)●

The Greek goddesses (the fairest and the meanest of them all)●

Heroes — made, born, and re-born●

Mythological places from Elysium Fields, to Atlantis, and Xanadu●
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You’ll also enjoy helpful features like charts comparing major figures, and a tear-out tip-sheet with a
timeline of world civilizations. Whether you want to dabble in the wonders of mythology or get serious,
Mythology for Dummies will demystify the subject, and show you how important myths can be to a culture.
You’ll never say, “It’s only a myth” again!
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

Features charts comparing gods and goddesses for easy reference

Get to know musclebound mortals, mighty monsters, and divine deities in no time at all!

From the Iliad to the Aeneid, from Camelot to Valhalla, this highly readable book demystifies mythologies
from all over the globe. Beginning with the ancient Greeks and Romans, this book explores the lesser-known
stories of northern Europe, the Middle East, Egypt, India, China, Japan, and the Americas.

THE DUMMIES WAY®

Explanations in plain English
"Get in, get out" information
Icons and other navigational aids
Online cheat sheet
Top ten lists
A dash of humor and fun

Get Smart!
@www.dummies.com

Find listings of all our books●

Choose from many different subject categories●

Sign up for eTips at etips.dummies.com●

About the Author

Dr. Christopher W. Blackwell is Assistant Professor of Greek, Department of Classics, Furman University.
Amy Hackney Blackwell is a freelance author who has an MA in history.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dominick Carter:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Mythology For Dummies as your daily
resource information.



Willie Kelly:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just
watching TV, or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent the entire day to reading a guide. The book Mythology For Dummies it is rather good to read. There
are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you
did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Jose Shepard:

Mythology For Dummies can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight
away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get
every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Mythology For Dummies however doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Michael Fischer:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book Mythology For Dummies was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra
time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the
modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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