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One of the most urgent challenges in African economic development is to devise
a strategy for improving statistical capacity. Reliable statistics, including
estimates of economic growth rates and per-capita income, are basic to the
operation of governments in developing countries and vital to nongovernmental
organizations and other entities that provide financial aid to them. Rich countries
and international financial institutions such as the World Bank allocate their
development resources on the basis of such data. The paucity of accurate
statistics is not merely a technical problem; it has a massive impact on the
welfare of citizens in developing countries.

Where do these statistics originate? How accurate are they? Poor Numbers is the
first analysis of the production and use of African economic development
statistics. Morten Jerven's research shows how the statistical capacities of sub-
Saharan African economies have fallen into disarray. The numbers substantially
misstate the actual state of affairs. As a result, scarce resources are misapplied.
Development policy does not deliver the benefits expected. Policymakers'
attempts to improve the lot of the citizenry are frustrated. Donors have no
accurate sense of the impact of the aid they supply. Jerven's findings from sub-
Saharan Africa have far-reaching implications for aid and development policy.
As Jerven notes, the current catchphrase in the development community is
"evidence-based policy," and scholars are applying increasingly sophisticated
econometric methods?but no statistical techniques can substitute for partial and
unreliable data.
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One of the most urgent challenges in African economic development is to devise a strategy for improving
statistical capacity. Reliable statistics, including estimates of economic growth rates and per-capita income,
are basic to the operation of governments in developing countries and vital to nongovernmental
organizations and other entities that provide financial aid to them. Rich countries and international financial
institutions such as the World Bank allocate their development resources on the basis of such data. The
paucity of accurate statistics is not merely a technical problem; it has a massive impact on the welfare of
citizens in developing countries.

Where do these statistics originate? How accurate are they? Poor Numbers is the first analysis of the
production and use of African economic development statistics. Morten Jerven's research shows how the
statistical capacities of sub-Saharan African economies have fallen into disarray. The numbers substantially
misstate the actual state of affairs. As a result, scarce resources are misapplied. Development policy does not
deliver the benefits expected. Policymakers' attempts to improve the lot of the citizenry are frustrated.
Donors have no accurate sense of the impact of the aid they supply. Jerven's findings from sub-Saharan
Africa have far-reaching implications for aid and development policy. As Jerven notes, the current
catchphrase in the development community is "evidence-based policy," and scholars are applying
increasingly sophisticated econometric methods?but no statistical techniques can substitute for partial and
unreliable data.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Increasingly, scientists turn to the large statistical databases of international bodies when testing favoured
hypotheses to control for growth and economic development. They might hesitate after reading Poor
Numbers. . . . This book offers fascinating, disturbing insights for anyone interested in the role of numbers in
the social sciences. For those using global economic databases, it should be required reading."?Nature (11
July 2013)

"This important book attempts to systematize what most quantitative practitioners in Africa generally
understand: African macroeconomic data are poor. . . . Using a variety of sources that include current
surveys of in-country statistical collection agencies and firsthand historical accounts, Jerven outlines several
root causes of the data problem, which include Africa's colonial heritage and the more recent, structural
adjustment policies. He continues his analysis by exploring how data are consciously shaped by both local
and international politics and international aid agencies. Specifically, Jerven is critical of World Bank
transparency and its unwillingness to provide him with quantitative methodologies of its official data
compilation. . . . This volume opens up a venue for a research paradigm that could lead to much-needed
improvements in the collection of African data. Summing Up: Highly recommended."?Choice (August 2013)

"Poor Numbers is a powerful little book…, highlighting the risks of making political inferences solely based
on statistical analysis… Although an economist by training, Jerven's clear prose without jargon helps make
Poor Numbers reach a wider readership. It is imperative to note that his is not a simple criticism of
quantitative methodology, but of the confidence one has in the findings of quantitative analysis without due
attention to the quality of the data. In this sense, even those who have no scholarly interest in African
development economics would find the findings and conclusions pertinent to the foundational debates on the
role of methodology and theory in political science."?Jan Erk, European Political Science (November 2014)

"[Poor Numbers]is a useful reminder of the dubious information content of economic indicators generated by
national accounting systems of sub-Saharan African states. I recommend the book to all scholars and
researchers who contemplate the use of data generated by national accounting systems of sub-Saharan
African countries."?Rolf A.E. Mueller,Quarterly Journal of International Agriculture(2015)

"I found Poor Numbers illuminating and disturbing at the same time?I think that is exactly what Morten
Jerven intended. It is well written, even elegant in some places. Jerven's recommendation that more funding



be put into statistical services to do baseline surveys and field-based data collection makes a lot of
sense."?Carol Lancaster, Dean of the School of Foreign Service and Professor of Politics, Georgetown
University, author of Aid to Africa: So Little Done, So Much to Do

"In Poor Numbers, Morten Jerven takes on the issue of inaccurate macroeconomic data in Sub-Saharan
Africa. First, by describing collection methods, he shows quite convincingly that the data are pretty dreadful,
and perhaps more damning, that they may include systematic and predictable flaws linked to the way in
which they are collected and aggregated. Jerven demonstrates that basic national accounts data are too poor
to assess very basic characteristics of African economic performance since independence. This short elegant
book is fascinating and strikes me as a must-read for any social scientist interested in African political
economy and policy."?Nicolas van de Walle, Cornell University, author of African Economies and the
Politics of Permanent Crisis, 1979–1999

About the Author

Morten Jerven is Assistant Professor in the School for International Studies at Simon Fraser University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Evelyn Garcia:

The book Poor Numbers: How We Are Misled by African Development Statistics and What to Do about It
(Cornell Studies in Political Economy) can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book Poor Numbers: How We Are Misled by African
Development Statistics and What to Do about It (Cornell Studies in Political Economy)? Wide variety you
have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are
able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Poor Numbers: How We Are Misled by
African Development Statistics and What to Do about It (Cornell Studies in Political Economy) has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by
available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Jared Smith:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare time to
complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact just
their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Poor Numbers: How We Are Misled by African
Development Statistics and What to Do about It (Cornell Studies in Political Economy) to read.



Phyllis Thompson:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Poor Numbers: How We Are Misled by African
Development Statistics and What to Do about It (Cornell Studies in Political Economy) as your daily
resource information.

Gail Blakely:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for you is Poor Numbers: How We Are Misled by African Development Statistics and What to Do about It
(Cornell Studies in Political Economy) this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this
world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that
writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this
book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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