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"McGinn is an ingenious philosopher who thinks like a laser and writes like
a dream."--Steven PinkerThis book is a hymn to the hand. In Prehension, Colin
McGinn links questions from science to philosophical concerns to consider
something that we take for granted: the importance of the hand in everything we
do. Drawing on evolutionary biology, anatomy, archaeology, linguistics,
psychology, and philosophy, among other disciplines, McGinn examines the role
of the hand in shaping human evolution. He finds that the development of our
capacity to grasp, to grip, to take hold (also known as prehension) is crucial in
the emergence of Homo sapiens. The human species possesses language, rational
thought, culture, and a specific affective capacity; but there was a time when our
ancestors had none of these. How did we become what we so distinctively are,
given our early origins? McGinn, following Darwin and others, calls the hand the
source of our biological success. When our remote ancestors descended from
trees, they adopted a bipedal gait that left the hands free for other work; they
began to make tools, which led to social cooperation and increased brain
capacity. But McGinn goes further than others in arguing for the importance of
the hand; he speculates that the hand played a major role in the development of
language, and presents a theory of primitive reference as an outgrowth of
prehension. McGinn sings the praises of the hand, and evolution, in a
philosophical key. He mixes biology, anthropology, analytical philosophy,
existential philosophy, sheer speculation, and utter amazement to celebrate
humans' achievement of humanity.
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"McGinn is an ingenious philosopher who thinks like a laser and writes like a dream."--Steven
PinkerThis book is a hymn to the hand. In Prehension, Colin McGinn links questions from science to
philosophical concerns to consider something that we take for granted: the importance of the hand in
everything we do. Drawing on evolutionary biology, anatomy, archaeology, linguistics, psychology, and
philosophy, among other disciplines, McGinn examines the role of the hand in shaping human evolution. He
finds that the development of our capacity to grasp, to grip, to take hold (also known as prehension) is
crucial in the emergence of Homo sapiens. The human species possesses language, rational thought, culture,
and a specific affective capacity; but there was a time when our ancestors had none of these. How did we
become what we so distinctively are, given our early origins? McGinn, following Darwin and others, calls
the hand the source of our biological success. When our remote ancestors descended from trees, they adopted
a bipedal gait that left the hands free for other work; they began to make tools, which led to social
cooperation and increased brain capacity. But McGinn goes further than others in arguing for the importance
of the hand; he speculates that the hand played a major role in the development of language, and presents a
theory of primitive reference as an outgrowth of prehension. McGinn sings the praises of the hand, and
evolution, in a philosophical key. He mixes biology, anthropology, analytical philosophy, existential
philosophy, sheer speculation, and utter amazement to celebrate humans' achievement of humanity.
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Editorial Review

Review

In the beginning was the hand. So argues Colin McGinn in this gripping, inventive, and wide-ranging tale of
evolution and human nature. How did we ever get to be what we are: smart, social, linguistic, dexterous, and
prone to anxiety? It is not our brains but our hands that explain our contours. Drawing on his life in
philosophy, and his engagement with cognitive science and the theory of evolution, McGinn proposes that
we are handlers by nature: we take hold, reach and grasp, seize, stroke, poke, squeeze, probe, and rub. We
are great big hands extended toward the world around us.

(Alva Noë, Professor of Philosophy, University of California, Berkeley, and author of Strange Tools: Art and
Human Nature)

Life in the twenty-first century leaves little doubt that the human brain is headed for a role reassignment, the
nature of which will ultimately depend on what computers cannot do to solve human problems and to
manage our complex affairs. In this context, philosopher Colin McGinn's new book Prehension is a critical
reminder that human intelligence is irreplaceably human, rooted in ancestral and evolutionary circumstances
that gave the hand its distinctive and powerful individual, social, and cultural agency.

(Frank R. Wilson, author of The Hand: How Its Use Shapes the Brain, Language, and Human Culture)

About the Author

Colin McGinn has taught philosophy at institutions of higher learning including University College London,
Rutgers University, and Oxford University. He is the author of The Character of Mind, Consciousness and
Its Objects, The Meaning of Disgust, The Philosophy of Language: The Classics Explained (MIT Press), and
other books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephen Ross:

This Prehension: The Hand and the Emergence of Humanity (MIT Press) is great reserve for you because the
content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having Prehension: The Hand and the Emergence of Humanity (MIT Press) in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside
ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey
Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?



Virginia Benoit:

You can spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Prehension: The Hand and the Emergence of
Humanity (MIT Press) is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon.
If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Rhonda Kirby:

You may get this Prehension: The Hand and the Emergence of Humanity (MIT Press) by visit the bookstore
or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.

Francis Corder:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Prehension: The Hand and the Emergence of
Humanity (MIT Press) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and
go through it. Beside that the guide Prehension: The Hand and the Emergence of Humanity (MIT Press) can
to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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