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He was the worldÕs first serial killer and he existed in the late 19th century,
operating around the Chicago WorldÕs Fair, building a literal house of horrors,
replete with chutes for dead bodies, gas chambers, surgical rooms. He
methodically murdered up to 200 people, mostly young women. The infamous
H.H. Holmes is the next subject of GearyÕs award-winning and increasingly
popular series.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In this graphic novel series, Geary covers some of history's most famous murders in meticulously researched,
beautifully drawn volumes. This one takes on H.H. Holmes, one of America's first serial killers, whose
"murder castle" shocked and stunned the era. It's 1886, and Holmes arrives in Chicago, a seemingly clean
and enterprising young man but actually a murderous con artist with a spectacular ability to talk people into
trusting him. Over the next five years, he spins an insanely complicated web of cons and evasions, as
acquaintance after acquaintance disappears. He acquires three wives and numerous children-all unaware of
each other-and his "boarding house" (aka the "murder castle") becomes a place where tourists check in but
don't check out. This boarding house houses everything from a gas chamber to an abattoir for victims.
Holmes's murder spree ends with an increasingly desperate flight from the law covering several states and
involving the murders of three children. Geary renders all of this in a bouncy pen and ink style, the
cheerfulness of which belies the horrid events, complete with maps, diagrams and charts to help readers
follow the complex story. Despite its charming outward appearance, Geary's art has a chilling subtext that
makes the story even more creepy. He's able to make everyday conversation as unsettling as the gruesome
violence that figures prominently in every story. Geary is an underrated master of comics, and this book will
equally interest history buffs, true crime enthusiasts and fans of good comics.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Adult/High School-Geary chronicles the man thought by some to be the world's first-known serial killer.
Estimates on the number of men, women, and children murdered by the ghastly H. H. Holmes are as high as
200. In fin de siŠcle Chicago, he ran the cruelly efficient "Castle," a twisting maze of secret doors, airtight
rooms, gas chambers, and ovens where he secretly dispatched his victims. He was also a con man and fraud,
keeping several wives and families, and using any means of deception to further his many nefarious
schemes. In a matter-of-fact style, Geary places the unequivocally evil Holmes against the promise then held
by the city of Chicago, where the glow of electric lights from the World Exposition turned night into day. In
the recounting of Holmes's ever-changing aliases, schemes, coconspirators, families, and victims, the
inherent complexity of the tale reduces many of the episodes and characterizations to a blur. The black-and-
white artwork is confident and compelling, and comparisons to Edward Gorey (in theme and style) are
inevitable. Although it lacks Gorey's dark drollery, Geary's work is certainly stylish in its own right. This
macabre tale is certainly not for the squeamish, but older readers who are fans of Gorey, murder mysteries,
or true crime may enjoy it.
Douglas P. Davey, Guelph Public Library, Ontario, Canada
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Already well limned in prose by historic true-crime wiz Harold Schechter (Depraved , 1994) and horror
novelist Robert Bloch ("Dr. Holmes' Murder Castle" in Crimes and Punishments [BKL Ja 1 & 15 03]), the
criminal career of H. H. Holmes (1861-95) is now actually limned by premier true-crime graphic novelist
Geary. Physician and pharmacist Holmes took advantage of the 1893 Chicago World's Fair to indulge his
taste for unauthorized autopsies in a three-story monstrosity of his own design--part retail space, part hotel,
part "laboratories"--a short ride away from the fair. Although it burned to the ground before his execution,
Holmes' "castle" became his icon. As he did with the cramped Borden house in The Borden Tragedy (1997)
and the railroad-station scene of President Garfield's assassination in The Fatal Bullet (1999), Geary offers a

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


plan of its second floor (the "labs") as the book's icon, and relies not on gore but on the scrupulously drawn,
strictly sidereal detail and the droll, telling expression to advance Holmes' story. Ray Olson
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Trevor Wright:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Beast of Chicago: The Murderous Career of H. H. Holmes (A
Treasury of Victorian Murder) (v. 6). Try to make the book The Beast of Chicago: The Murderous Career of
H. H. Holmes (A Treasury of Victorian Murder) (v. 6) as your close friend. It means that it can to get your
friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is
very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every
thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Peggy Young:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an
individual more imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring someone
to imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other
folks. When you read this The Beast of Chicago: The Murderous Career of H. H. Holmes (A Treasury of
Victorian Murder) (v. 6), it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide.
Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Maria Hughes:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Beast of Chicago: The Murderous Career of H. H.
Holmes (A Treasury of Victorian Murder) (v. 6) can make you feel more interested to read.

Rhonda Lanham:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students



and also native or citizen need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By
the book The Beast of Chicago: The Murderous Career of H. H. Holmes (A Treasury of Victorian Murder)
(v. 6) we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must want
to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your
life at this book The Beast of Chicago: The Murderous Career of H. H. Holmes (A Treasury of Victorian
Murder) (v. 6). You can more inviting than now.
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