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Oscar Wilde was the master of the studied insult. His jabs at hypocrisy, pretense
and boring conventionality still have a penetrating power. His snubs and put-
downs became the talk of his time, no less by his targets than by Wilde himself.
This illustrated collection features over 750 of his biting comments.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
While Oscar Wilde is best known as the author of The Picture of Dorian Gray and The Importance of Being
Earnest, he was also a teller of fairy tales. After polishing his tales through private readings over the years,
Wilde eventually published them in two collections between 1888 and 1891. Although these stories have
remained engaging throughout the years, this volume allows acclaimed artist P. Craig Russell to breath a
vivid freshness into them. Like any good illustration, the art never gets in the way of the story; Russell's
depiction of the characters always remain real enough to believe in, but never so real that they take you out
of the fantasy world. Russell makes illustrating look easy, and the result is pure enjoyment.

From Publishers Weekly
This is the first of a five-volume series of Russell's adaptations of Oscar Wilde's fairy tales into a comics
format. The two retellings here, The Selfish Giant and The Star Child , adeptly capture Wilde's ability to
bring a gentle, unexpected note of pathos to the conventional fairy-tale mix of anthropomorphic fantasy and
whimsical moral guidance. In The Selfish Giant , the eponymous creature kicks a bunch of frolicking
youngsters out of his garden, only to find that frosty winter moves in to take their place, refusing to leave
because of his selfishness. In The Star Child, a beautiful but mean , narcissistic boy becomes physically
repulsive when he rebuffs a ragged beggar who turns out to be his long lost mother. Russell matches Wilde's
literary skills with his estimable artistic talent. His colors are brilliant and pure; his linework sure and fluid,
at once cartoonlike and elegantly representational, reflecting both his art-nouveau and pre-Raphaelite
influences and the inherent charm of Wilde's material. Ages 5-up.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 3-6-- Two of Wilde's sentimental tales, "The Selfish Giant" and "The Star Child," adapted into a
graphic novel format. The formally written, somewhat depressing stories combine traditional, fairy-tale
elements with heavy Christian symbolism and can seem stilted or old-fashioned to today's readers, although
Russell's dramatic comic-book style does make them more accessible. The strips are visually readable,
providing a straightforward, literal interpretation of the action, unencumbered by symbols. Libraries may
find this volume attractive for reluctant readers. Others will prefer Lisbeth Zwerger's more traditional
illustrations for The Selfish Giant (Picture Book Studio, 1984). --Linda Boyles, Alachua County Library
District, Gainesville, FL Grades
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bernard Martin:

The book The Fairy Tales of Oscar Wilde, Vol. 1: The Selfish Giant & The Star Child can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
the good thing like a book The Fairy Tales of Oscar Wilde, Vol. 1: The Selfish Giant & The Star Child? A
number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many details for
us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for



that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Fairy Tales of Oscar Wilde, Vol. 1:
The Selfish Giant & The Star Child has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function
for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Kelley Thornton:

The book untitled The Fairy Tales of Oscar Wilde, Vol. 1: The Selfish Giant & The Star Child contain a lot
of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand
all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous
author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site
and order it. Have a nice read.

Shirley Kier:

You can get this The Fairy Tales of Oscar Wilde, Vol. 1: The Selfish Giant & The Star Child by check out
the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed
but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

David Hosford:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this The Fairy Tales of Oscar Wilde, Vol. 1: The Selfish Giant & The Star Child can make you
truly feel more interested to read.
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