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Is the Torah true? Do the five books of Moses provide an accurate historical
account of the people of ancient Israel’s origins?

In The Original Torah, S. David Sperling argues that, while there is no
archeological evidence to support much of the activity chronicled in the Torah, a
historical reality exists there if we know how to seek it.

By noting the use of foreign words or mentions of technological innovations
scholars can often pinpoint the date and place in which a text was written.
Sperling examines the stories of the Torah against their historical and geographic
backgrounds and arrives at a new conclusion: the tales of the Torah were
originally composed as allegories whose purpose was distinctly and intentionally
political.

The book illustrates how the authors of the Pentateuch advanced their political
and religious agenda by attributing deeds of historical figures like Jeroboam and
David to ancient allegorical characters like Abraham and Jacob. If “Abraham“
had made peace with Philistines, for example, then David could rely on a
precedent to do likewise. The Original Torah provides a new interpretive key to
the foundational document of both Judaism and Christianity.
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Is the Torah true? Do the five books of Moses provide an accurate historical account of the people of ancient
Israel’s origins?

In The Original Torah, S. David Sperling argues that, while there is no archeological evidence to support
much of the activity chronicled in the Torah, a historical reality exists there if we know how to seek it.

By noting the use of foreign words or mentions of technological innovations scholars can often pinpoint the
date and place in which a text was written. Sperling examines the stories of the Torah against their historical
and geographic backgrounds and arrives at a new conclusion: the tales of the Torah were originally
composed as allegories whose purpose was distinctly and intentionally political.

The book illustrates how the authors of the Pentateuch advanced their political and religious agenda by
attributing deeds of historical figures like Jeroboam and David to ancient allegorical characters like Abraham
and Jacob. If “Abraham“ had made peace with Philistines, for example, then David could rely on a precedent
to do likewise. The Original Torah provides a new interpretive key to the foundational document of both
Judaism and Christianity.

The Original Torah: The Political Intent of the Bible's Writers By S. David Sperling Bibliography

Sales Rank: #872521 in Books●

Published on: 2003-02-01●

Released on: 2003-02-01●

Original language: English●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 9.25" h x .50" w x 6.13" l, .66 pounds●

Binding: Paperback●

185 pages●

 Download The Original Torah: The Political Intent of the Bi ...pdf

 Read Online The Original Torah: The Political Intent of the ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0814798330
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0814798330
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0814798330
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0814798330
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0814798330
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0814798330
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0814798330
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0814798330


Download and Read Free Online The Original Torah: The Political Intent of the Bible's Writers By S.
David Sperling

Editorial Review

Review

“The modern biblical interpreter . . . faces a daunting task in trying to unravel the intentions of the Torah's
authors. S. does not retreat from the challenge.”
-Theological Studies

“An excellent and provocative read . . . challenges the reader to rethink previously held suppositions
concerning biblical texts.“
-Carl S. Ehrlich,York University

“Likely to be the standard work on this subject for years to come, and to contribute to one of the most
important debates in the history of the Jewish people, on the very nature of Israel and the Covenant.”
-James R. Russell,Harvard University

About the Author

S. David Sperling is Professor of Bible and Chair of the Faculty at Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute
of Religion. Sperling is also the author of Students of the Covenant, and served as the consulting editor for
the Haftarah Commentary.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lydia Sanders:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book called The Original
Torah: The Political Intent of the Bible's Writers? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Dorothy Delarosa:

The Original Torah: The Political Intent of the Bible's Writers can be one of your beginning books that are



good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing The
Original Torah: The Political Intent of the Bible's Writers but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader
the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Christine Wormley:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be The Original Torah: The Political Intent of
the Bible's Writers why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Irvin Ehlers:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This The Original Torah: The Political
Intent of the Bible's Writers is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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