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The understanding and enjoyment of a work of art depends as much on the story
it depicts as on the artist's execution of it. But what were once biblical or
classical commonplaces are not so readily recognizable today. This book relates
in a succinct and readable way the themes, sacred and secular, on which the
repertoire of Western art is based. Combined here in a single volume are
religious, classical, and historical themes, figures of moral allegory, and
characters from romantic poetry that appeared throughout paintings and sculpture
in Western art before and after the Renaissance. More than just a dictionary, this
text places these subjects in their narrative, historical, or mythological context
and uses extensive cross-referencing to enhance and clarify the meanings of these
themes for the reader.

The definitive work by which others are compared, this volume has become an
indispensable handbook for students and general appreciators alike. This wholly
redesigned second edition includes a new insert of images chosen by the author,
as well as a new preface and index to highlight the ideas, beliefs, and social and
religious customs that form the background of much of this subject matter.
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The understanding and enjoyment of a work of art depends as much on the story it depicts as on the artist's
execution of it. But what were once biblical or classical commonplaces are not so readily recognizable today.
This book relates in a succinct and readable way the themes, sacred and secular, on which the repertoire of
Western art is based. Combined here in a single volume are religious, classical, and historical themes, figures
of moral allegory, and characters from romantic poetry that appeared throughout paintings and sculpture in
Western art before and after the Renaissance. More than just a dictionary, this text places these subjects in
their narrative, historical, or mythological context and uses extensive cross-referencing to enhance and
clarify the meanings of these themes for the reader.

The definitive work by which others are compared, this volume has become an indispensable handbook for
students and general appreciators alike. This wholly redesigned second edition includes a new insert of
images chosen by the author, as well as a new preface and index to highlight the ideas, beliefs, and social and
religious customs that form the background of much of this subject matter.
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Editorial Review

Review

“It is clearly written, well arranged, and can be read for its own sake as a compendium of the image-making
faculty of Western man. I would recommend it strongly to anyone who wishes to increase his interest and
pleasure in visiting a picture gallery or turning over the illustrations of a book of art.”
—Kenneth Clark

“Of the several comparable dictionaries on the iconography of Western art . . . this one is by far the most
satisfactory. …This much richer fund of material as well as the tightly packed and well-written entries
convey much information. In all, an impressively erudite yet thoroughly useable dictionary for which
students and faculty alike should be grateful.”
—Choice

“The volume is comprehensive to interested laymen, and should be quite useful for students and scholars.
Entries pertain to persons, titles and pictures, and objects as attributes and symbols. Recurrent mythological,
historical and religious themes are explored and allegorical, poetic, and saintly characters are also covered.
Cross references and appropriate line drawings enhance the book's value. And because the entries are
succinct and really absorbing, it's fun simply to browse through this dictionary. Highly recommended.”
—Library Journal

From the Back Cover

The understanding and enjoyment of a work of art depends as much on the story it depicts as on the artist s
execution of it. But what were once biblical or classical commonplaces are not so readily recognizable today.
This book relates in a succinct and readable way the themes, sacred and secular, on which the repertoire of
Western art is based. Combined here in a single volume are religious, classical, and historical themes, figures
of moral allegory, and characters from romantic poetry that appeared throughout paintings and sculpture in
Western art before and after the Renaissance. More than just a dictionary, this text places these subjects in
their narrative, historical, or mythological context and uses extensive cross-referencing to enhance and
clarify the meanings of these themes for the reader.
The definitive work by which others are compared, this volume has become an indispensable handbook for
students and general appreciators alike. This wholly redesigned second edition includes a new insert of
images chosen by the author, as well as a new preface and index to highlight the ideas, beliefs, and social and
religious customs that form the background of much of this subject matter.
Praise for the previous edition
It is clearly written, well arranged, and can be read for its own sake as a compendium of the image-making
faculty of Western man. I would recommend it strongly to anyone who wishes to increase his interest and
pleasure in visiting a picture gallery or turning over the illustrations of a book of art.
Kenneth Clark
Of the several comparable dictionaries on the iconography of Western art . . . this one is by far the most
satisfactory. This much richer fund of material as well as the tightly packed and well-written entries convey
much information. In all, an impressively erudite yet thoroughly useable dictionary for which students and
faculty alike should be grateful.
"Choice"
The volume is comprehensive to interested laymen, and should be quite useful for students and scholars.



Entries pertain to persons, titles and pictures, and objects as attributes and symbols. Recurrent mythological,
historical and religious themes are explored and allegorical, poetic, and saintly characters are also covered.
Cross references and appropriate line drawings enhance the book s value. And because the entries are
succinct and really absorbing, it s fun simply to browse through this dictionary. Highly recommended.
"Library Journal"

James Hall passed away in August 2007. A noted scholar and historian of art, he was the author of several
works, including "The Illustrated Dictionary of Symbols in Eastern and Western Art" (Westview Press,
1996)."

About the Author
James Hall passed away in August 2007. A noted scholar and historian of art, he was the author of several
works, including "The Illustrated Dictionary of Symbols in Eastern and Western Art" (Westview Press,
1996).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alexander Snider:

The book Dictionary of Subjects and Symbols in Art make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should
use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Dictionary of Subjects
and Symbols in Art to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase
your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a
guide Dictionary of Subjects and Symbols in Art. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Benjamin Torres:

Why? Because this Dictionary of Subjects and Symbols in Art is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside
of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Stephen Adams:

Dictionary of Subjects and Symbols in Art can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Dictionary of Subjects and
Symbols in Art however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into new



stage of crucial contemplating.

Jane Mansour:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Dictionary of Subjects and Symbols in Art why
because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.
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