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Donald Lateiner, in his groundbreaking work The Sardonic Smile, presented the
first thorough study of nonverbal behavior in Homeric epics, drawing a
significant distinction between ancient and modern gesture and demonstrating the
intrinsic relevance of this “silent language” to psychological, social, and
anthropological studies of the ancient world.

Using Lateiner’s work as a touchstone, the scholars in Kinesis analyze the
depiction of emotions, gestures, and other nonverbal cues in ancient Greek and
Roman texts and consider the precise language used to depict them. Individual
contributors examine genres ranging from historiography and epic to tragedy,
philosophy, and vase decoration. They explore evidence as disparate as Pliny’s
depiction of animal emotions, Plato’s presentation of Aristophanes’ hiccups, and
Thucydides’ use of verb tenses. Sophocles’ deployment of silence is considered,
as are Lucan’s depiction of death and the speaking objects of the medieval
Alexander Romance.

This collection will be valuable to scholars studying Greek and Roman society
and literature, as well as to those who study the imitation of ancient literature in
later societies. Jargon is avoided and all passages in ancient languages are
translated, making this volume accessible to advanced undergraduates.

Contributors in addition to the volume editors include Jeffrey Rusten, Rosaria
Vignolo Munson, Hans-Peter Stahl, Carolyn Dewald, Rachel Kitzinger, Deborah
Boedeker, Daniel P. Tompkins, John Marincola, Carolin Hahnemann, Ellen
Finkelpearl, Hanna M. Roisman, Eliot Wirshbo, James V. Morrison, Bruce
Heiden, Daniel B. Levine, and Brad L. Cook.
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Donald Lateiner, in his groundbreaking work The Sardonic Smile, presented the first thorough study of
nonverbal behavior in Homeric epics, drawing a significant distinction between ancient and modern gesture
and demonstrating the intrinsic relevance of this “silent language” to psychological, social, and
anthropological studies of the ancient world.

Using Lateiner’s work as a touchstone, the scholars in Kinesis analyze the depiction of emotions, gestures,
and other nonverbal cues in ancient Greek and Roman texts and consider the precise language used to depict
them. Individual contributors examine genres ranging from historiography and epic to tragedy, philosophy,
and vase decoration. They explore evidence as disparate as Pliny’s depiction of animal emotions, Plato’s
presentation of Aristophanes’ hiccups, and Thucydides’ use of verb tenses. Sophocles’ deployment of silence
is considered, as are Lucan’s depiction of death and the speaking objects of the medieval Alexander
Romance.

This collection will be valuable to scholars studying Greek and Roman society and literature, as well as to
those who study the imitation of ancient literature in later societies. Jargon is avoided and all passages in
ancient languages are translated, making this volume accessible to advanced undergraduates.

Contributors in addition to the volume editors include Jeffrey Rusten, Rosaria Vignolo Munson, Hans-Peter
Stahl, Carolyn Dewald, Rachel Kitzinger, Deborah Boedeker, Daniel P. Tompkins, John Marincola, Carolin
Hahnemann, Ellen Finkelpearl, Hanna M. Roisman, Eliot Wirshbo, James V. Morrison, Bruce Heiden,
Daniel B. Levine, and Brad L. Cook.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Christina Clark is Associate Professor of Classical and Near Eastern Studies, Creighton University; Edith
Foster is Associate Professor of History, Ashland University; Judith P. Hallett is Professor of Classics and
Distinguished Scholar-Teacher, University of Maryland, College Park.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Fleeman:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish do that.
You must know how great along with important the book Kinesis: The Ancient Depiction of Gesture,
Motion, and Emotion. All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Rebecca Dryden:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
it is known to us that book is very important for us. The book Kinesis: The Ancient Depiction of Gesture,
Motion, and Emotion was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The book Kinesis: The Ancient Depiction of Gesture, Motion, and
Emotion is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you
feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using
book Kinesis: The Ancient Depiction of Gesture, Motion, and Emotion. You never sense lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Bonnie Thorp:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the book untitled Kinesis: The Ancient Depiction of Gesture, Motion, and Emotion can be very good
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.



Eugene Williams:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Kinesis: The Ancient Depiction of Gesture,
Motion, and Emotion to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it
and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
available a book and learn it. Beside that the publication Kinesis: The Ancient Depiction of Gesture, Motion,
and Emotion can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're
doing of that time.
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