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Are oil-rich countries prone to war? And, if so, why? There is a widely held
belief that contemporary wars are motivated by the desire of great powers like
the United States or Russia to control precious oil resources and to ensure energy
security.

This book argues that the main reason why oil-rich countries are prone to war is
because of the character of their society and economy. Sectarian groups compete
for access to oil resources and finance their military adventures through
smuggling oil, kidnapping oil executives, or blowing up pipelines. Outside
intervention only makes things worse. The use of conventional military force as
in Iraq can bring neither stability nor security of supply.

This book examines the relationship between oil and war in six different regions:
Angola, Azerbaijan, Colombia, Indonesia, Nigeria and Russia. Each country has
substantial oil reserves, and has a long history of conflict. The contributors assess
what part oil plays in causing, aggravating or mitigating war in each region and
how this relation has altered with the changing nature of war. It offers a novel
conceptual approach bringing together Kaldor's work on 'new wars' and Karl's
work on the petro-state.
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Are oil-rich countries prone to war? And, if so, why? There is a widely held belief that contemporary wars
are motivated by the desire of great powers like the United States or Russia to control precious oil resources
and to ensure energy security.

This book argues that the main reason why oil-rich countries are prone to war is because of the character of
their society and economy. Sectarian groups compete for access to oil resources and finance their military
adventures through smuggling oil, kidnapping oil executives, or blowing up pipelines. Outside intervention
only makes things worse. The use of conventional military force as in Iraq can bring neither stability nor
security of supply.

This book examines the relationship between oil and war in six different regions: Angola, Azerbaijan,
Colombia, Indonesia, Nigeria and Russia. Each country has substantial oil reserves, and has a long history of
conflict. The contributors assess what part oil plays in causing, aggravating or mitigating war in each region
and how this relation has altered with the changing nature of war. It offers a novel conceptual approach
bringing together Kaldor's work on 'new wars' and Karl's work on the petro-state.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Mary Kaldor is the Director of the Centre for the Study of Global Governance at the London School of
Economics and the author of numerous books. Terry Lynn Karl is Gildred Professor of Political Science and
Latin American Studies at Stanford University and author of The Paradox of Plenty: Oil Booms and Petro-
States.Yahia Said is a Research Fellow at the London School of Economics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Scott Barbour:

With other case, little folks like to read book Oil Wars. You can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book Oil Wars. You can add information and
of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can
recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Joseph Tucker:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Oil Wars book as beginner and
daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Mary May:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this Oil Wars, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.



Susan Bondurant:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Oil Wars or maybe others sources
were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add
their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes Oil Wars to make your spare
time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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