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Revered as one of the great literary classics of Japan, The Tales of Ise is an
anonymous tenth–century collection of Japanese poems and prose.

First published in 1608 as Ise–monogatori, the work is a product of court life in
which the romantic assignations, intrigues, and social standards of aristocratic
society in ancient Japan are vividly revealed. Each of the 125 episodes in the
book consists of a story plus poetry in the uta form (five lines totaling thirty–one
syllables) following the life of a nameless hero, who embodies the social ideals
of the era, from his "coming of age" to his death.

Arihara no Narihira, a ninth–century cavalier poet known for his individualism
and elegance, is considered to be the author of a third of the poems, and it has
been suggested that The Tales of Ise developed from his journal. The text is
accompanied by an introduction by the translator, explanations of the cultural,
literary, and historical material relevant to each episode, and several diagrams of
the capital city and the Imperial Palace. The book is further enhanced by sixteen
black and white woodblock prints by an unknown artist of the Tosa school.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carlo Young:

The book Tales of Ise: Translated from the classical Japanese make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Tales of Ise: Translated from the
classical Japanese being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a
e-book Tales of Ise: Translated from the classical Japanese. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Kathryn Kern:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Tales of Ise: Translated from the classical Japanese book is readable by means of
you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding
Tales of Ise: Translated from the classical Japanese content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you
continue to thinking Tales of Ise: Translated from the classical Japanese is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Ronda Tollison:

Typically the book Tales of Ise: Translated from the classical Japanese has a lot info on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Christopher Hendrick:

This Tales of Ise: Translated from the classical Japanese is completely new way for you who has attention to
look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Tales of Ise:
Translated from the classical Japanese can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this
specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by
anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form make them



feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this
e-book type for your better life and knowledge.
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