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A former senior mujahidin figure and an ex-counter-terrorism analyst
cooperating to write a book on the history and legacy of Arab-Afghan fighters in
Afghanistan is a remarkable and improbable undertaking. Yet this is what
Mustafa Hamid, aka Abu Walid al-Masri, and Leah Farrall have achieved with
the publication of their ground-breaking work.

The result of thousands of hours of discussions over several years, The Arabs at
War in Afghanistan offers significant new insights into the history of many of
today's militant Salafi groups and movements. By revealing the real origins of the
Taliban and al-Qaeda and the jostling among the various jihadi groups, this
account not only challenges conventional wisdom, but also raises uncomfortable
questions as to how events from this important period have been so badly
misconstrued.
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A former senior mujahidin figure and an ex-counter-terrorism analyst cooperating to write a book on the
history and legacy of Arab-Afghan fighters in Afghanistan is a remarkable and improbable undertaking. Yet
this is what Mustafa Hamid, aka Abu Walid al-Masri, and Leah Farrall have achieved with the publication of
their ground-breaking work.

The result of thousands of hours of discussions over several years, The Arabs at War in Afghanistan offers
significant new insights into the history of many of today's militant Salafi groups and movements. By
revealing the real origins of the Taliban and al-Qaeda and the jostling among the various jihadi groups, this
account not only challenges conventional wisdom, but also raises uncomfortable questions as to how events
from this important period have been so badly misconstrued.
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Editorial Review

Review

"An extraordinary, fascinating document. This combination of investigation, testimony and analysis will be
essential reading for any one interested in the truth about the foreign involvement in the war against the
Soviets and the early history of al-Qaeda." -- Jason Burke, South Asia correspondent, The Guardian, and
author of The 9/11 Wars

"Leah Farrell and Mustafa Hamid's creative dialogue provides a unique synthesis between an insider's
knowledge and a critical expert's analysis of the origins of global jihadism. Each helps the other, and both
help us, see this multi-faceted movement in new and sometimes contradictory ways." -- Barnett Rubin,
Senior Fellow and Director at the Center on International Cooperation, New York University

"This is an incredible book. Gripping, detailed, and important, it lays bare a story that is all too often
shrouded in myth. Read it and understand the roots of al-Qaeda, ISIS, and many of the other crises ripping
through the Middle East." -- Gregory D. Johnsen author of The Last Refuge: Yemen, Al-Qaeda, and
America's War in Arabia

"Essential reading for anyone who studies militancy in the Islamicate world. Hamid and Farrall offer a
persuasive alternative history of the foundation of al-Qaeda and the internal politics of foreign fighters inside
Afghanistan. This insider account is an important document that deserves to be studied for many years to
come." -- Alex Strick van Linschoten, co-author of An Enemy We Created: The Myth of the Taliban/Al-
Qaeda Merger in Afghanistan, 1970-2010

"As Farrell's dialogue develops, she extracts intriguing nuggets of information from Hamid such as the
participation of Afghan mujaheddin fighters in the first Gulf War; the early involvement of Pakistan's spy
agency, the ISI; divisions within the mujaheddin; and the rise of the Taliban. ... As so many questions are
being asked about what led to the rise of Islamic State, Farrell has done a commendable job in bringing us an
alternative perspective on what historians will look back on as the defining period in crisis now enveloping
the Arab world." -- The Australian

About the Author

Mustafa Hamid was among the first Arabs to join the jihad against the Soviets, and rose to become an
influential figure, counting leading Afghan commanders and, later, senior Taliban and al-Qaeda figures
among his friends. He was eyewitness to and a participant in events that shaped not only Afghanistan's



history, but also the destiny of the Arab volunteers who joined in its liberation. After fleeing Afghanistan
after 9/11 he spent close to a decade detained in Iran and has now returned to his native Egypt.

Leah Farrall was formerly a senior counterterrorism analyst with the Australian Federal Police, before
turning to academia. Her research focuses on al-Qaeda and other jihadi groups, especially the myths
surrounding their emergence, evolution and persistence.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Yael Whitehead:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Arabs at War in Afghanistan.

John Barstow:

This book untitled The Arabs at War in Afghanistan to be one of several books in which best seller in this
year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this
book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too.
It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no
reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Brandy Godwin:

The Arabs at War in Afghanistan can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set
every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Arabs at War in Afghanistan nevertheless doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you
can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
considering.

Richard Lawrence:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. A substantial



number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The Arabs at War in
Afghanistan.
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