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Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject English Language and Literature
Studies - Literature, grade: 1-, University of Würzburg (Anglistik-
Literaturwissenschaft, Kulturwissenschaft, Didaktik), course: Shakespeare-
Seminar, 14 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: In his
introduction to The Moor in English Renaissance Drama,Jack D’Amico mentions
that “as an opposite in race, religion, and disposition, the Moor can be used to
confirm the superiority of Western values”. This is a clear statement about the
position of Moors, but to a rather unclear topic: As will be shown below, the term
‘Moor’ was not clearly defined in Elizabethan England and is even in today’s
criticism left to some discussion. Although it was not unusual in 16th-century
England to see Moors acting on stage, it was indeed unusual to portray them like
Shakespeare did inOthello.He draws a very special and unique picture of the
Moor, not only in comparison to contemporary stage portrayals of Moors, but
also compared to the other characters of the play.
Othello is exotic because of many reasons. His origin, his complexion and his
values are only some of them. All together they determine his exoticism. The
blackness of his skin is the visual signifier of his otherness and exoticism, and
plays an important role, wherefore it is an important topic of this work. When
taking a closer look at this exoticism, racism is an important topic: “no analysis
of Othello ‘can be adequate if it ignores the factor of race.’”. The aim of this
work is not to answer the question whetherOthellois a racist play or not, but
because “black/white oppositions permeate”3the tragedy, racism in the sense of
people’s reactions and attitudes towards exotic foreigners will inevitably be a
topic here.
This essay is divided in two main parts. One of them is discussing the term
‘Moor’, its meaning in Elizabethan England, and the stereotype which is
connected with it. The other is taking a closer look at the exoticism portrayed in
Othello itself. The conclusion at the end tries to bring these two parts together,
although many links between them are made throughout.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Brock:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book The Moor in Elizabethan England:
Exoticism in Othello will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored.
It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable
book with you?

James Alvarez:

The actual book The Moor in Elizabethan England: Exoticism in Othello has a lot info on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
perusing this book.

George Conner:

This The Moor in Elizabethan England: Exoticism in Othello is great guide for you because the content that
is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having The Moor in Elizabethan England: Exoticism in Othello in your hand like finding the world in your
arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
moment right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy
do you still doubt which?

Jack Caldwell:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Moor in Elizabethan England:
Exoticism in Othello can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have



than the others?
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