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Unconditional Equality examines Mahatma Gandhi’s critique of liberal ideas of
freedom and equality and his own practice of a freedom and equality organized
around religion. It reconceives satyagraha (passive resistance) as a politics that
strives for the absolute equality of all beings. Liberal traditions usually affirm an
abstract equality centered on some form of autonomy, the Kantian term for the
everyday sovereignty that rational beings exercise by granting themselves
universal law. But for Gandhi, such equality is an “equality of
sword”—profoundly violent not only because it excludes those presumed to lack
reason (such as animals or the colonized) but also because those included lose the
power to love (which requires the surrender of autonomy or, more broadly,
sovereignty).

Gandhi professes instead a politics organized around dharma, or religion. For
him, there can be “no poalitics without religion.” Thisreligion involves self-
surrender, afreely offered surrender of autonomy and everyday sovereignty. For
Gandhi, the “religion that staysin al religions’ is satyagraha—the agraha
(insistence) on or of satya (being or truth).

Ajay Skaria argues that, conceptually, satyagrahainsists on equality without

exception of al humans, animals, and things. This cannot be understood in terms
of sovereignty: it must be an equality of the minor.
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Unconditional Equality examines Mahatma Gandhi’s critique of liberal ideas of freedom and equality and
his own practice of afreedom and equality organized around religion. It reconceives satyagraha (passive
resistance) as a politics that strives for the absolute equality of all beings. Liberal traditions usually affirm an
abstract equality centered on some form of autonomy, the Kantian term for the everyday sovereignty that
rational beings exercise by granting themselves universal law. But for Gandhi, such equality is an “equality
of sword”—profoundly violent not only because it excludes those presumed to lack reason (such as animals
or the colonized) but also because those included |ose the power to love (which requires the surrender of
autonomy or, more broadly, sovereignty).

Gandhi professes instead a politics organized around dharma, or religion. For him, there can be “no politics
without religion.” Thisreligion involves self-surrender, afreely offered surrender of autonomy and everyday
sovereignty. For Gandhi, the “religion that staysin all religions’ is satyagraha—the agraha (insistence) on or
of satya (being or truth).

Ajay Skariaargues that, conceptually, satyagrahainsists on equality without exception of all humans,
animals, and things. This cannot be understood in terms of sovereignty: it must be an equality of the minor.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The field of Gandhi-studies has taken off in refreshing ways in the last decade or so. Ajay Skaria's book
offers the most important recent historico-critical reading of—and commentary on—Gandhi’ s major text,
Hind Swaraj, and some other related writings by the Mahatma. He cleaves closely to Gandhi’ s words,
comparing Gujarati originals with their English trand ations while engaging, simultaneously, several noted
commentators on Gandhi aswell as liberal, communitarian, and deconstructive traditions of thought. Not
everybody will agree with every conclusion of Skaria's, but no one interested in the Mahatmawill be able to
ignore this book."—Dipesh Chakrabarty, University of Chicago

"Unconditional Equality spells out nothing short of atotal revaluation of Gandhi's political thought,
systematic, comprehensive, and authoritative. Ajay Skaria brings a depth of understanding to the material
that will be hard to duplicate. Thisisatour deforce."—Mrinalini Sinha, University of Michigan

"Skillfully deconstructing the Gujarati and English versions of Gandhi’ s writings, Skaria argues that
Gandhi’s most original philosophical contribution lies not so much in his political views but a new
conception of religion that disavows all claims to sovereignty, even over oneself. It is surrender without
subordination, compassion without limit; thereis only the unconditional equality of the pure gift and the pure
example. Thisisabrilliantly original book, provocative and controversial, that engages not only with
Gandhi’s admirers and critics but with contemporary debates in moral philosophy."—Partha Chatterjee,
Columbia University

"Divided neatly into two parts, this book delvesinto afamiliar arena of concern with a multitude of
interesting details, culled from the original Gujarati texts."—The Review of Politics

"For someone with a deep philosophical understanding, who iswell read in the theoretical literature, for
whom Derrida clarifies rather than confuses, this book may well be worth the effort of
engagement."—Satyagraha Foundation for Nonviolence Studies

About the Author

Ajay Skariais professor of history at the University of Minnesota. He is the author of Hybrid Histories:
Forests, Frontiers, and Wildness in Western India and coeditor of Subaltern Studies XlIl: Muslims, Dalits,
and the Fabrications of History.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Robert Qualls:

This Unconditional Equality: Gandhi's Religion of Resistance (Cultural Critique Books) book is absolutely
not ordinary book, you haveit then the world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book
will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you
actually read alot of information you will get. This particular Unconditional Equality: Gandhi's Religion of
Resistance (Cultural Critique Books) without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become
critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Unconditional Equality: Gandhi's Religion of
Resistance (Cultura Critique Books) can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves turn into full because you can haveit in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Unconditional
Equality: Gandhi's Religion of Resistance (Cultural Critique Books) having good arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Edna Brooks:

Unconditional Equality: Gandhi's Religion of Resistance (Cultura Critique Books) can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary
that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but neverthel ess
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement
in writing Unconditional Equality: Gandhi's Religion of Resistance (Cultural Critique Books) nevertheless
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial

imagining.

Gretchen Clark:

This Unconditional Equality: Gandhi's Religion of Resistance (Cultural Critique Books) is great publication
for you because the content that is full of information for you who have aways deal with world and still have
to make decision every minute. Thiskind of book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we
can state no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole factsin it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Unconditional Equality: Gandhi's Religion of Resistance (Cultural Critique
Books) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can
say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do
that. So, it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Carol Ramirez;

Asapupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Unconditional Equality: Gandhi's Religion of Resistance (Cultural Critique Books)



can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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