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What is craft? How isit different from fine art or design? In A Theory of Craft,
Howard Risatti examines these issues by comparing handmade ceramics, glass,
metalwork, weaving, and furniture to painting, sculpture, photography, and
machine-made design from Bauhaus to the Memphis Group. He describes craft
as uniquely blending function with a deeper expression of human values that
transcend culture, time, and space. Craft must articulate arole for itself in
contemporary society, says Risatti; otherwise it will be absorbed by fine art or
design, and its singular approach to understanding the world will be lost.
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Editorial Review

Review
Risatti has long been ahead of the curve in regards to bridging the art/craft divide. . . . A tantalizingly broad
argument for craft's relevance.--Surface Design Jour nal

Destined to become required reading for undergraduate and graduate coursesin art and craft history. ... A
book worth waiting for.--Ceramics Monthly

With awriting style that is direct and engaging, Risatti examines the value of the handmade in an age of
mass-production and constructs a critical framework for evaluating the place of craft mediain today's art
environment.--FiberArts

[A Theory of Craft] lays out reasons for the historical dichotomy in Western philosophy between fine art and
crafts.--Library Journal

Howard Risatti offers avery palatable narrative in A Theory of Craft: Function and Aesthetic Expression.
Risatti dives headfirst into the craft versus art and design argument, peeling back the layers to understand the
most basic definitions, functions and history of craft.--Arts Reader

A well-organized argument for the consideration of craft as art and its elevation in status. . . . An important
contribution to the field of contemporary craft activity and its contributions.--Wintherthur Portfolio

Review

An unprecedented effort to define crafts and to place the work in a cultural context, both differentiating it
from and aligning it with other aesthetic activities. Risatti's fluent, knowledgeabl e approach and his emphatic
categorizing should be widely read--not because he offers afinal answer but because his extraordinary book
is so stimulating and provocative.--Janet Koplos, senior editor, Art in America

Risatti challenges many of the long-held stereotypes about craft that hinder atrue understanding of the art
form. His conclusions challenge us to reevaluate our ideas not only about craft but also about what actually
constitutes awork of art.--Kenneth R. Trapp, from the Foreword



This book is notable for itslogically progressive and rigorously philosophical development of a general
theory of craft. In arguing his case, Risatti draws upon an extensive knowledge of aesthetics. A Theory of
Craft sets an excellent precedent for future research in the field.--Glen R. Brown, Kansas State University

From the Inside Flap

What is craft? How isit different from fine art or design? In A Theory of Craft, Howard Risatti examines
these issues by comparing handmade ceramics, glass, metalwork, weaving, and furniture to painting,
sculpture, photography, and machine-made design from Bauhaus to the Memphis Group. He describes craft
as uniquely blending function with a deeper expression of human values that transcend culture, time, and
space.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mike Munguia:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
gpare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just
their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on guarderia until university need this A Theory of Craft: Function and Aesthetic
Expression to read.

Katherine Wilcoxon:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work hereisdifficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be A Theory of Craft: Function and Aesthetic Expression why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading 6th sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Ryan Parker:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like A Theory of Craft: Function and
Aesthetic Expression which isfinding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.



Joseph Lewis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Different categories of books

that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is A Theory of Craft: Function and Aesthetic
Expression.
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