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Beyond Kinship brings together ethnohistorians, archaeologists, and cultural
anthropologists for the first time in a common discussion of the social model of
house societies proposed by Claude Levi-Strauss. While kinship theory has been
central to the study of social organization, an alternative approach has
emerged—that of seeing the "house" both as a physical and symbolic structure
and a principle of social organization.

The house stands as a model social formation that is distinguished by its attention
to a number of material domains (land, the dwelling, ritual and nonritual objects).
As the essays in this volume make clear, the focus on material culture and on
place contributes to the ongoing convergence of anthropology and history and
helps erase the artificial distinctions between prehistory and history.

Contributions to the volume offer significant new interpretations of primary data
as well as reconsidering classic ethnographic material. Beyond Kinship crosses
the boundaries within anthropology—not only between cultural anthropology and
archaeology but between structural—symbolic and materialist approaches and
between American and British schools of anthropology; it is intended to advance
the fruitful dialogue now taking place within the field.
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Beyond Kinship brings together ethnohistorians, archaeologists, and cultural anthropologists for the first time
in a common discussion of the social model of house societies proposed by Claude Levi-Strauss. While
kinship theory has been central to the study of social organization, an alternative approach has
emerged—that of seeing the "house" both as a physical and symbolic structure and a principle of social
organization.

The house stands as a model social formation that is distinguished by its attention to a number of material
domains (land, the dwelling, ritual and nonritual objects). As the essays in this volume make clear, the focus
on material culture and on place contributes to the ongoing convergence of anthropology and history and
helps erase the artificial distinctions between prehistory and history.

Contributions to the volume offer significant new interpretations of primary data as well as reconsidering
classic ethnographic material. Beyond Kinship crosses the boundaries within anthropology—not only
between cultural anthropology and archaeology but between structural—symbolic and materialist approaches
and between American and British schools of anthropology; it is intended to advance the fruitful dialogue
now taking place within the field.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Lévi-Strauss's latter-day thinking on houses and house societies offers an antikinship kinship theory that
puts a new slant on time, family, and hierarchy. Skillfully edited by Joyce and Gillespie, the volume Beyond
Kinship illustrates the breadth of investigations into history, people, and place that Lévi Strauss's formulation
makes possible."—Current Anthropology

"An impressive set of papers that must be read by everyone concerned with integrating material objects into
their analyses of complex cognitive aspects of culture. This sublime collection reflects the cutting edge of a
mature discipline."—Journal of American Folklore

About the Author
Rosemary A. Joyce is Professor of Anthropology at the University of California, Berkeley. She is the
coeditor of Social Patterns in Pre-Classic Mesoamerica, and of Women in Prehistory: North America and
Mesoamerica, available from the University of Pennsylvania Press. Susan D. Gillespie teaches anthropology
at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. She is the author of The Aztec Kings: The Construction
of Rulership in Mexica History.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Trisha Sherman:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book called
Beyond Kinship: Social and Material Reproduction in House Societies? Maybe it is for being best activity
for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Jeffrey Gorski:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Beyond Kinship: Social and Material Reproduction in House Societies book
is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer associated with Beyond Kinship: Social and Material Reproduction in House Societies content
conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the



articles but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Beyond Kinship: Social and Material
Reproduction in House Societies is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Ramon Hudson:

The e-book untitled Beyond Kinship: Social and Material Reproduction in House Societies is the book that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy
writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Beyond Kinship: Social and Material Reproduction in House
Societies from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Paul Mackey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Beyond Kinship: Social and
Material Reproduction in House Societies.
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