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In descriptions of athletes, the word “hero” is bandied about and liberally
attached to players with outstanding statistics and championship rings. Gil
Hodges: A Hall of Fame Life is the story of a man who epitomized heroisminits
truest meaning, holding values and personal interactions to be of utmost
importance throughout his life—on the diamond, as a marine in World War |1,
and in his personal and civic life. A New Y ork City icon and, with the Brooklyn
Dodgers, one of the finest first basemen of all time, Gil Hodges (1924-72)
managed the Washington Senators and later the New Y ork Mets, leading the
1969 “Miracle Mets’ to aWorld Series championship. A beloved baseball star,
Hodges was a so an ethical figure whose sturdy values both on and off the field
once prompted a Brooklyn priest to tell his congregation to “go home, and say a
prayer for Gil Hodges” in order to snap him out of the worst batting slump of his
career.

Mort Zachter examines Hodges's playing and managing days, but perhaps more
important, he unearths his true heroism by emphasizing the impact that Hodges's
humanity had on those around him on a daily basis. Hodges was a witty man with
adry sense of humor, and his dignity and humble sacrifice sometimes masked a
temper that made Joe Torre refer to him as the “ Quiet Inferno.” The honesty and
integrity that made him so popular to so many remained his defining elements.
Firsthand interviews of the many soldiers, friends, family, former teammates,
players, and managers who knew and respected Hodges bring the totality of his
lifeinto full view, providing arounded appreciation for this great man and
ballplayer.
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In descriptions of athletes, the word “hero” is bandied about and liberally attached to players with
outstanding statistics and championship rings. Gil Hodges: A Hall of Fame Life is the story of a man who
epitomized heroism in its truest meaning, holding values and personal interactions to be of utmost
importance throughout his life—on the diamond, as a marine in World War I1, and in his personal and civic
life. A New York City icon and, with the Brooklyn Dodgers, one of the finest first basemen of all time, Gil
Hodges (1924—-72) managed the Washington Senators and later the New Y ork Mets, leading the 1969
“Miracle Mets” to aWorld Series championship. A beloved baseball star, Hodges was also an ethical figure
whose sturdy values both on and off the field once prompted a Brooklyn priest to tell his congregation to “go
home, and say a prayer for Gil Hodges” in order to snap him out of the worst batting slump of his career.

Mort Zachter examines Hodges's playing and managing days, but perhaps more important, he unearths his
true heroism by emphasizing the impact that Hodges' s humanity had on those around him on a daily basis.
Hodges was awitty man with a dry sense of humor, and his dignity and humble sacrifice sometimes masked
atemper that made Joe Torre refer to him as the “Quiet Inferno.” The honesty and integrity that made him so
popular to so many remained his defining elements. Firsthand interviews of the many soldiers, friends,
family, former teammates, players, and managers who knew and respected Hodges bring the totality of his
lifeinto full view, providing arounded appreciation for this great man and ballplayer.
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Editorial Review
Review

"[An] excellent biography."—Jacqueline Cutler, Newark Star Ledger
(Jacqueline Cutler Newark Star Ledger 2015-04-19)

"Mort Zachter captures the essence of Hodges in his biography."—Bob D'Angelo, Tampa Tribune
(Bob D'Angelo Tampa Tribune 2015-03-11)

"Fans who remember the Brooklyn Bums and the Miracle Mets will find this a must-read."—Jim Burns,
Library Journal
(Jim Burns Library Journal 2015-12-15)

“The definitive and wonderfully told tale of abaseball icon. Mort Zachter has given Gil Hodges the
biography he has long deserved.”—Michagl Shapiro, professor of journalism at Columbia University and
author of The Last Good Season: Brooklyn, the Dodgers and Their Final Pennant Race Together

(Michael Shapiro 2014-09-16)

“Whether focusing on Hodges the Hoosier, the marine on Okinawa, the home run-hitting slugger, or the
Brooklynite on Bedford Avenue, Mort Zachter has given us Gil, right down to the nub of his Marlboro. His
mincing steps to the mound are remembered along with the candles it in church and the day Brooklyn's
heart skipped a beat with his. This one spikes high into your heart; the Hodges epic is alesson in humanity
for al seasons.”—Bob McGee, author of The Greatest Ballpark Ever: Ebbets Field and the Sory of the
Brooklyn Dodgers

(Bob McGee 2014-09-16)

“Zachter brings the same grace and precision to the page that Hodges brought to first base at Ebbets Field
and with methodical research, insight, and pure affection gives life to the man behind the astounding stats,
proving once and for all that Hodges truly belongs in the National Baseball Hall of Fame. Kudosto Mort
Zachter for giving a beloved Brooklyn legend his due.”—Marty Markowitz, former Brooklyn Borough
president

(Marty Markowitz 2014-09-16)

“AsaMarine, one of Brooklyn's beloved Boys of Summer, and the manager of the Miracle Mets, Gil
Hodges lived a great American life, though one cut too short. In these pages you understand how Hodges
defined what it meant to be arole model in a golden age.”—Tom Verducci, senior writer for Sports
Illustrated

(Tom Verducci 2014-09-16)



“Absolutely fantastic. It was truly a pleasure to read.”—Josh Lewin, New Y ork Mets broadcaster
(Josh Lewin 2015-05-20)

About the Author
Mort Zachter is aformer tax attorney and adjunct tax professor at New Y ork University. Hisfirst book,
Dough: A Memoir, won the 2006 Association of Writers and Writing Programs Prize for nonfiction.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Linda Gaitan:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Gil Hodges: A Hall of Fame Life. Try to make the book Gil Hodges: A
Hall of Fame Life asyour friend. It meansthat it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside that
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience along
with knowledge with this book.

Cindy Moats:

The reserve with title Gil Hodges: A Hall of Fame Life posesses alot of information that you can find out it.
You can get alot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that
exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That isimportant to yo7u to understand
how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the globalization. Y ou
can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Edwin Dulac:

Why? Because this Gil Hodges: A Hall of Fame Lifeisan unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So, it isgood for
you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you alot of
advantages than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So
, still want to hold up having that book? If | were you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Ernest Bryan:

Y ou can find this Gil Hodges: A Hall of Fame Life by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing
it may to be your solveissueif you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various.
Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the
modern eraincluding now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem.



Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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