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The games comprised gladiatorial fights, staged animal hunts (venationes) and
the executions of convicted criminals and prisoners of war. Besides entertaining
the crowd, the games delivered a powerful message of Roman power: as a
reminder of the wars in which Rome had acquired its empire, the distant regions
of its far-flung empire (from where they had obtained wild beasts for
the venatio), and the inevitability of Roman justice for criminals and those
foreigners who had dared to challenge the empire's authority. Though we might
see these games as bloodthirsty, cruel and reprehensible condemning any alien
culture out of hand for a sport that offends our sensibilities smacks of cultural
chauvinism. Instead one should judge an ancient sport by the standards of its
contemporary cultural context. This book offers a fascinating, and fair historical
appraisal of gladiatorial combat, which will bring the games alive to the reader
and help them see them through the eyes of the ancient Romans.

It will answer questions about gladiatorial combat such as: What were its
origins?  Why did it disappear?  Who were gladiators?  How did they become
gladiators?  What was there training like?  How did the Romans view gladiators? 
How were gladiator shows produced and advertised?  What were the different
styles of gladiatorial fighting?  Did gladiator matches have referees?  Did every
match end in the death of at least one gladiator?  Were gladiator games mere
entertainment or did they play a larger role in Roman society?  What was their
political significance?
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The games comprised gladiatorial fights, staged animal hunts (venationes) and the executions of convicted
criminals and prisoners of war. Besides entertaining the crowd, the games delivered a powerful message of
Roman power: as a reminder of the wars in which Rome had acquired its empire, the distant regions of its
far-flung empire (from where they had obtained wild beasts for the venatio), and the inevitability of Roman
justice for criminals and those foreigners who had dared to challenge the empire's authority. Though we
might see these games as bloodthirsty, cruel and reprehensible condemning any alien culture out of hand for
a sport that offends our sensibilities smacks of cultural chauvinism. Instead one should judge an ancient sport
by the standards of its contemporary cultural context. This book offers a fascinating, and fair historical
appraisal of gladiatorial combat, which will bring the games alive to the reader and help them see them
through the eyes of the ancient Romans.

It will answer questions about gladiatorial combat such as: What were its origins?  Why did it disappear? 
Who were gladiators?  How did they become gladiators?  What was there training like?  How did the
Romans view gladiators?  How were gladiator shows produced and advertised?  What were the different
styles of gladiatorial fighting?  Did gladiator matches have referees?  Did every match end in the death of at
least one gladiator?  Were gladiator games mere entertainment or did they play a larger role in Roman
society?  What was their political significance?
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dean Rakestraw:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important usually. The book Gladiators: Violence and Spectacle in Ancient Rome was
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The book Gladiators: Violence and Spectacle in Ancient Rome is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your
personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Gladiators: Violence and
Spectacle in Ancient Rome. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

William Rocha:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Gladiators: Violence and Spectacle in Ancient Rome book is
readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer regarding Gladiators: Violence and Spectacle in Ancient Rome content conveys thinking easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the
form of it. So , do you continue to thinking Gladiators: Violence and Spectacle in Ancient Rome is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Beverly Hill:

The book untitled Gladiators: Violence and Spectacle in Ancient Rome contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author brings you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read
more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.

Julie Long:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So
you know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that



reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by
book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Gladiators:
Violence and Spectacle in Ancient Rome.
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