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In seventh-century Britain, a new religion is coming ashore and small kingdoms
are merging, frequently and violently. Hild is the king's youngest niece, with a
glittering mind and a natural authority.

Sheis destined to become one of the pivotal figures of the Early Middle Ages:
Saint Hilda of Whitby. But for now she has only the powerful curiosity of a
bright child and the precarious advantage of a plotting uncle, Edwin of
Northumbria, who will stop at nothing to become overking of Angles. Hild
establishes a place for herself at his side asthe king's seer, and sheis
indispensable?as long as she doesn't lead Edwin astray. The stakes are high?ife
and death?for Hild, for her family, and, increasingly, for those who seek the
protection from this strange girl who seems to see the future. Drawing from the
few records history has |eft us, Nicola Griffith has brought the young Saint
Hilda's harsh, but beautiful, world to vivid, absorbing life.
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In seventh-century Britain, a new religion is coming ashore and small kingdoms are merging, frequently and
violently. Hild is the king's youngest niece, with a glittering mind and a natural authority.

Sheis destined to become one of the pivotal figures of the Early Middle Ages: Saint Hilda of Whitby. But
for now she has only the powerful curiosity of abright child and the precarious advantage of a plotting uncle,
Edwin of Northumbria, who will stop at nothing to become overking of Angles. Hild establishes a place for
herself at his side as the king's seer, and she is indispensable?as long as she doesn't lead Edwin astray. The
stakes are high?ife and death?for Hild, for her family, and, increasingly, for those who seek the protection
from this strange girl who seems to see the future. Drawing from the few records history hasleft us, Nicola
Griffith has brought the young Saint Hilda's harsh, but beautiful, world to vivid, absorbing life.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

*Starred Review™* In her first foray into historical fiction, Griffith explores the young life of Hild, the future
St. Hilda of Whitby. Set in seventh-century Anglo-Saxon England, during the early years of Christianity
there, the novel begins with the sudden death of Hild' s father, Lord Hereric. To secure the futures of her
daughters, Hild' s ruthless and cunning mother embarks on a plan to hook their fate to the coattails of Edwin
Snakebeard, Lord Hereric’'s ambitious brother and king-to-be. Soon, Hild becomes Edwin's trusted seer, and
as the novel progresses, she attempts to stay in his favor, treading carefully among the large egos of the court
and knowing that her survival depends as much on luck as it does on the accuracy of her predictions. Griffith
expertly blends an exploration of seventh-century court life and a detailed character study of Hild as she
balances a need for acceptance, love, and friendship and a desire to escape the strict gender roles of her time.
While fierce battles and political intrigue feature prominently, so do the fascinating details of everyday life,
particularly the lives of women. In short, Griffith triumphs with thisintelligent, beautifully written, and
meticulously researched novel. --Kerri Price

From Bookforum

Hild recounts the early years of an actual seventh-century English girl,[...] aremarkable child treated by
those around her as though she possesses supernatural powers. [...] Griffith realistically represents the
brutality of everyday lifein this milieu. Sheisinterested in exploring the costs of slavery for both parties to
the trasnaction, the ramifications of illness or injury in an age of physical violence, and the effects of
political change at the highest level on the lives of individual people. [...] Inits ambition and intelligence,
Hild might best be compared to Hilary Mantel's novels about Thomas Cromwell. [...] [Griffith has a] sharp
eye for what happens to plants and animals (especialy birds) over the course of the seasons, aswell as an
understated and just-lyrical-enough prose style that delights the reader locally without ever distracting from
the forward movements of character and plot. —Jenny Davidson

Review
“One of the best novels, period.” ?Dorothy Allison
“Truly, truly remarkable.” ?Karen Joy Fowler

“Extraordinary...[Hild] resonates to many of the same chords as Beowulf, the legends of King Arthur, The
Lord of the Rings, and Game of Thrones.” ?Neal Stephenson

“Hild isabook asloving asit isfierce, brilliant, and accomplished. To read it felt like a privilege and a gift.”
NPR

“Terrific... Griffith has taken what little is known of the life of St. Hilda and imagined avibrant, if brutal,
world... Hild [is] apleasureto sink into.” ?The Washington Post

“Sharp as steel, clear as garnet, essential and sensual and right, Griffith'stelling of Hild's adventures offers us
something far better than mere comfort: the lure of the sublime.” ?The Seattle Times

“Splendid...I can hardly wait for the next.” ?Los Angeles Review of Books

“You could describe Hild as being like Game of Thrones without the dragons, but thisis so much deeper


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

than that, so much richer. A glorious, intensely passionate walk through an entirely real landscape, Hild leads
usinto the Dark Ages and makes them light, and tense, and edgy, and deeply moving. Theresearch is
flawless, the charactersfully alive. If it wasn't like this, it should have been--and I'm sure that it was!”
?Manda Scott

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Spencer Fuentes:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important normally. The book Hild: A Novel has been making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Hild: A
Novel is not only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you experience
bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book
Hild: A Novel. You never truly fed lose out for everything if you read some books.

Ann Gonzalez;

Here thing why that Hild: A Novel are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of al reading abook is
good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which isthe content is as delightful asfood or not. Hild: A
Novel giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but thereis no
publication that similar with Hild: A Novel. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal
eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible
to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are
having difficultiesin bringing the published book maybe the form of Hild: A Novel in e-book can be your
option.

Robert L ofton:

Now aday people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resourcesinside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How alot
more to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Studying abook can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Hild: A Novel book because
this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guaranteesthereis
no doubt in it as you know.

Willie Briggs:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library aswell asto make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and
can't see colorful photographs on there. Y eah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important to suit your



needs. Aswe know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , thisHild: A Novel can make you sense more interested to

read.
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