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Although the First Crusade began more than nine hundred years ago,
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 8-Up Cartlidge presents the history of the Crusades from 1096 to the defeat at Acre in 1291,
discussing why they were fought, the loss of popular support, the problems with organization, and the
ultimate defeat of the Europeans by the Ottomans. A final chapter discusses how contact with the East
affected Europe, and how the Crusades are connected to the Renaissance and the conquest of the New
World. While the author presents her clear and well-organized facts without partiality, there is overarching
evidence that the European crusaders were unnecessarily cruel and violent, that they ended up fighting for
riches rather than for religious reasons, and that they were doomed to failure from the start. The chapters are
arranged more thematically than chronologically and the writing is a bit dry, with a large number of quotes
from primary and secondary sources. The multiple points of view represented, including quotes from
Byzantines, Muslims, Jews, as well as Europeans, provide a more well-rounded history than those books that
only focus on the experience of the crusaders or the Muslims. The black-and-white reproductions tend to be
small and grainy and add little to the text. Overall, though, this is a worthwhile addition. -Lynda S. Poling,
Long Beach Public Library, CA
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Balanced and eloquent. Subtitles in boldface and short highlighted sections on special topics result in an
attractive format."
-- School Library Journal (December 2000) (School Library Journal 20001201)

"This is a worthwhile addition."
-- School Library Journal (July 2002) (School Library Journal 20020701)

"The author relates tales of shifting...allegiances, pockets of resistance and internal strife; and of an invading
army that was technologically advanced, more disciplined...Using both secondary and primary sources,
Barchusen presents convincing arguments. Chapter notes, annotated suggestions for further reading, and a
bibliography provide students with other sources of information. Black-and-white reproductions appear
throughout."
-- School Library Journal (December 2000) (School Library Journal 20001201)

"While the author presents her clear and well-organized facts without partiality there is overarching evidence
that the European crusaders were unnecessarily cruel and violent, that they ended up fighting for riches
rather than for religious reasons, and that they were doomed to failure from the start. The chapters are
arranged more thematically than chronologically and the writing is a bit dry with multiple points of view
represented, including quotes from Byzantine, Muslims, Jews, as well as Europeans, provide a more well-
rounded history than those books that only focus on the experience of the crusaders or the
Muslims...Overall...this is a worthwhile addition."
-- School Library Journal (July 2002) (School Library Journal 20020701)

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Abram Huffman:

Often the book History's Great Defeats - The Crusades: Failed Holy Wars will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book History's Great Defeats - The Crusades:
Failed Holy Wars is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

Sean Scruggs:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be History's Great Defeats - The Crusades:
Failed Holy Wars why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Homer Simon:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This reserve History's Great Defeats - The Crusades: Failed Holy Wars was filled
regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you
can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.

Kenneth Lambert:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the History's Great Defeats - The Crusades: Failed Holy Wars when you needed it?
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