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What are the origins of nationalism and why is it capable of arousing such
intense emotions? In this major study, Azar Gat counters the prevailing
fashionable theories according to which nations and nationalism are modern and
contrived or 'invented'. He sweeps across history and around the globe to reveal
that ethnicity has always been highly political and that nations and national states
have existed since the beginning of statehood millennia ago. He traces the deep
roots of ethnicity and nationalism in human nature, showing how culture fits into
human evolution from as early as our aboriginal condition and, in conjunction
with kinship, defines ethnicity and ethnic allegiances. From the rise of states and
empires to the present day, this book sheds new light on the explosive nature of
ethnicity and nationalism, as well as on their more liberating and altruistic roles
in forging identity and solidarity.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Nations is a stimulating and valuable addition to the canon on nationalism. Gat's work will be valuable for
seasoned scholars as well as students prepared to engage deeply with their source material."
Reviews in History (history.ac.uk/reviews)

"... the book provides a stimulating challenge, in particular in its historiographical survey of premodern
nations ... Recommended. Upper-division undergraduate, graduate, and research collections."
P. J. Howe, Choice

"Gat's motivation for writing this important book was his 'deep dissatisfaction' with the portrayal of nations
and nationalism in much scholarly literature as 'recent and superficial' ..."
Jack Snyder, Journal of Interdisciplinary History

About the Author
Azar Gat is Ezer Weitzman Professor and Chair of the Political Science Department at Tel Aviv University.
His more recent publications include A History of Military Thought: From the Enlightenment to the Cold
War (2001), War in Human Civilization (2006), named one of the best books of the year by The Times
Literary Supplement, and Victorious and Vulnerable: Why Democracy Won in the 20th Century and How it
is Still Imperilled (2010).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James McDonald:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the book untitled Nations: The Long History and Deep Roots of Political Ethnicity and
Nationalism can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Carrie Mathis:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
usually Nations: The Long History and Deep Roots of Political Ethnicity and Nationalism.



Dennis Winters:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Nations: The Long History and Deep
Roots of Political Ethnicity and Nationalism e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty
Nations: The Long History and Deep Roots of Political Ethnicity and Nationalism as good book not simply
by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its include,
so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Dianna Weaver:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Nations: The Long History and Deep
Roots of Political Ethnicity and Nationalism to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy
to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to
like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the guide Nations: The Long History and Deep Roots of
Political Ethnicity and Nationalism can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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