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Byzantium has recently attracted much attention, but principally among cultural,
social and economic historians. This book shifts the focus to intellectual history,
exploring the thoughts of visionary reformer Gemistos Plethon (c.1355-1452). It
argues that Plethon brought to their fulfilment latent tendencies among Byzantine
humanists towards a distinctive anti-Christian and pagan outlook. His magnum
opus, the pagan Nomoi, was meant to provide an alternative to and escape-route
from the polarity of the Orthodoxy of Gregory Palamas and Thomism. It was also
a groundbreaking reaction to the bankruptcy of a pre-existing humanist agenda
and to aborted attempts at the secularisation of the State, whose cause Plethon
had himself championed in his two utopian Memoranda. Inspired by Plato,
Plethon's secular utopianism and paganism emerge as the two sides of a single
coin. On another level, the book challenges anti-essentialist scholarship that
views paganism and Christianity as social and cultural constructions.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This stimulating book will offer much food for thought, even to those readers who, in the end, will not be
prepared to accept all of Siniossoglou's conclusions." --BMCR

About the Author
Niketas Siniossoglou is a British Academy Postdoctoral Fellow and Junior Research Fellow of Wolfson
College, Cambridge. He is the author of Plato and Theodoret: The Christian Appropriation of Platonic
Philosophy and the Hellenic Intellectual Resistance (Cambridge, 2008).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barbara Goodman:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Radical Platonism in Byzantium: Illumination and Utopia in Gemistos
Plethon (Cambridge Classical Studies). Try to face the book Radical Platonism in Byzantium: Illumination
and Utopia in Gemistos Plethon (Cambridge Classical Studies) as your pal. It means that it can for being
your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Jeremy Bedford:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Radical Platonism in Byzantium:
Illumination and Utopia in Gemistos Plethon (Cambridge Classical Studies). All type of book are you able to
see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Macie Austin:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Radical Platonism in Byzantium: Illumination and Utopia in Gemistos Plethon
(Cambridge Classical Studies) this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now.



That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to
explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly,
that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Robert Long:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This Radical Platonism in Byzantium: Illumination
and Utopia in Gemistos Plethon (Cambridge Classical Studies) can give you a lot of pals because by you
checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So ,
why hesitate? Let's have Radical Platonism in Byzantium: Illumination and Utopia in Gemistos Plethon
(Cambridge Classical Studies).
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