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Despite the recent flood of scholarly work investigating the interrelated issues of
race, gender, and representation, little has been written about black women’s
depictions of their own bodies. Both past and present-day American cultural
discourse has attempted either to hypereroticize the black female body or make it
asite of impropriety and crime.

The essays in this volume focus on how African American women, from the
nineteenth century to the present, have represented their physical selvesin
opposition to the distorted vision of others. Contributors attempt to “recover” the
black female body in two ways: they explore how dominant historical images
have mediated black femal e identity, and they analyze how black women have
resisted often demeaning popular cultural perceptionsin favor of more diverse,
subtle presentations of self.

The piecesin this book—all of them published here for the first time—address a
wide range of topics, from antebellum American poetry to nineteenth-century
African American actors, and twentieth-century pulp fiction.

Recovering the Black Female Body recognizes the pressing need to highlight
through scholarship the vibrant energy of African American women’s attempts to
wrest control of the physical and symbolic construction of their bodies away
from the distortions of others.

Contributors are Margaret Bass, Dorri Rabung Beam, Michael Bennett,
Jacqueline E. Brady, Daphne A. Brooks, Vanessa D. Dickerson, Meredith
Goldsmith, Y vette Louis, Ajuan Maria Mance, Noliwe Rooks, Mark Winokur,
and Doris Witt. This book also contains aforeword by Carla L. Peterson and an
afterword by Deborah E. McDowell.
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Despite the recent flood of scholarly work investigating the interrelated issues of race, gender, and
representation, little has been written about black women’ s depictions of their own bodies. Both past and
present-day American cultural discourse has attempted either to hypereroticize the black female body or
make it a site of impropriety and crime.

The essays in this volume focus on how African American women, from the nineteenth century to the
present, have represented their physical selvesin opposition to the distorted vision of others. Contributors
attempt to “recover” the black female body in two ways: they explore how dominant historical images have
mediated black female identity, and they analyze how black women have resisted often demeaning popular
cultural perceptionsin favor of more diverse, subtle presentations of self.

The piecesin this book—all of them published here for the first time—address a wide range of topics, from
antebellum American poetry to nineteenth-century African American actors, and twentieth-century pulp
fiction.

Recovering the Black Female Body recognizes the pressing need to highlight through scholarship the vibrant
energy of African American women’s attempts to wrest control of the physical and symbolic construction of
their bodies away from the distortions of others.

Contributors are Margaret Bass, Dorri Rabung Beam, Michael Bennett, Jacqueline E. Brady, Daphne A.
Brooks, Vanessa D. Dickerson, Meredith Goldsmith, Y vette Louis, Ajuan Maria Mance, Noliwe Rooks,
Mark Winokur, and Doris Witt. This book also contains aforeword by Carla L. Peterson and an afterword by
Deborah E. McDowell.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Although feminists have studied the social construction of the female body for many decades, few have
focused on black women. In Recovering the Black Female Body: Self-Representations by African-American
Women, editors Michael Bennett (co-editor of The Nature of Cities: Ecocriticism and Urban Environments),
assistant professor of English at Long Island University, and Vanessa D. Dickerson (Victorian Ghostsin the
Noontide: Women Writers and the Supernatural), associate professor of English at DePauw University,
present a pioneering collection of original writing by academics and artists on "how African-American
women, from slavery to the present, have represented their physical selvesin opposition to the distorted
vision of the dominant culture.”

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
George Finch:

The book untitled Recovering the Black Female Body: Self-Representation by African American Women
contain alot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is
very easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book
was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works. Y ou can easily
read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-
site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Richard Holeman:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have the
e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Recovering the Black Female Body: Self-
Representation by African American Women which is getting the e-book version. So, why not try out this
book? Let's find.

Dena Jacobs:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can haveitin e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This Recovering the Black Female Body: Self-Representation by
African American Women can give you alot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you



have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should
have Recovering the Black Female Body: Self-Representation by African American Women.

Brenda Robert:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Recovering the Black Female Body: Self-
Representation by African American Women was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website.
Aswe know that book Recovering the Black Female Body: Self-Representation by African American
Women has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan
you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So, not at all of book usually are make you bored,
any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to
like reading that.
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