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At long last the approach that has helped thousands of learners memorize
Japanese kanji has been adapted to help students with Chinese characters. Book 1
of Remembering Simplified Hanzi covers the writing and meaning of the 1,000
most commonly used characters in the simplified Chinese writing system, plus
another 500 that are best learned at an early stage. (Book 2 adds another 1,500
characters for a total of 3,000.)

Of critical importance to the approach found in these pages is the systematic
arranging of characters in an order best suited to memorization. In the Chinese
writing system, strokes and simple components are nested within relatively
simple characters, which can, in turn, serve as parts of more complicated
characters and so on. Taking advantage of this allows a logical ordering, making
it possible for students to approach most new characters with prior knowledge
that can greatly facilitate the learning process.

Guidance and detailed instructions are provided along the way. Students are
taught to employ "imaginative memory" to associate each character’s component
parts, or "primitive elements," with one another and with a key word that has
been carefully selected to represent an important meaning of the character. This
is accomplished through the creation of a "story" that engagingly ties the
primitive elements and key word together. In this way, the collections of dots,
strokes, and components that make up the characters are associated in memorable
fashion, dramatically shortening the time required for learning and helping to
prevent characters from slipping out of memory.
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At long last the approach that has helped thousands of learners memorize Japanese kanji has been adapted to
help students with Chinese characters. Book 1 of Remembering Simplified Hanzi covers the writing and
meaning of the 1,000 most commonly used characters in the simplified Chinese writing system, plus another
500 that are best learned at an early stage. (Book 2 adds another 1,500 characters for a total of 3,000.)

Of critical importance to the approach found in these pages is the systematic arranging of characters in an
order best suited to memorization. In the Chinese writing system, strokes and simple components are nested
within relatively simple characters, which can, in turn, serve as parts of more complicated characters and so
on. Taking advantage of this allows a logical ordering, making it possible for students to approach most new
characters with prior knowledge that can greatly facilitate the learning process.

Guidance and detailed instructions are provided along the way. Students are taught to employ "imaginative
memory" to associate each character’s component parts, or "primitive elements," with one another and with a
key word that has been carefully selected to represent an important meaning of the character. This is
accomplished through the creation of a "story" that engagingly ties the primitive elements and key word
together. In this way, the collections of dots, strokes, and components that make up the characters are
associated in memorable fashion, dramatically shortening the time required for learning and helping to
prevent characters from slipping out of memory.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
James W. Heisig is a permanent research fellow at the Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture in Nagoya,
Japan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mike Hodges:

The book Remembering Simplified Hanzi 1: How Not to Forget the Meaning and Writing of Chinese
Characters can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
just why must we leave a good thing like a book Remembering Simplified Hanzi 1: How Not to Forget the
Meaning and Writing of Chinese Characters? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim
which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book Remembering Simplified Hanzi 1: How Not to Forget the Meaning and Writing of Chinese Characters
has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous
world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Ward Beaver:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try
to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of
them is this Remembering Simplified Hanzi 1: How Not to Forget the Meaning and Writing of Chinese
Characters.

Jennifer Barton:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Remembering Simplified Hanzi 1: How Not to Forget
the Meaning and Writing of Chinese Characters can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a
look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person.
This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that
possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So ,
why hesitate? We need to have Remembering Simplified Hanzi 1: How Not to Forget the Meaning and



Writing of Chinese Characters.

Michael Watkins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount types
of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Remembering Simplified Hanzi
1: How Not to Forget the Meaning and Writing of Chinese Characters.
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