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This book is the second of two volumes designed to help students learn the
meaning and writing of the 3,000 most frequently used simplified Chinese
characters. (A parallel set of volumes has been prepared for traditional
characters.) The 1,500 characters introduced in Book 1 include the top 1,000 by
frequency, plus another 500 best learned at an early stage. Book 2 adds the
remaining 1,500 characters to complete the set.

The lessons of Book 2 have been arranged in such a way that they may be studied
either after those of Book 1 or simultaneously with them. Students who wish to
focus initially on the 1,000 most frequently used characters in the language can
do so by studying Book 1 before moving on to Book 2. Many, if not most,
learners will find this preferable. Students who wish to apply the logical ordering
found in these pages to the entire list of 3,000 characters from the very beginning
can take the more exacting, but also more rationally satisfying, approach of
studying the parallel lessons of the two volumes together.

The lessons in this book are followed by two short, additional sections, one that
introduces a number of “compounds,” or characters that are best learned in pairs,
and another that adds two “postscripts.” The book also includes a number of
comprehensive indexes that are designed to facilitate work with both volumes.
Of central importance to the approach found in these pages is the systematic
arranging of characters in an order best suited to memory. In the Chinese writing
system, strokes and simple components are nested within relatively simple
characters. These characters, in turn, can serve as parts of more complicated
characters, and so on. Taking advantage of this allows a logical ordering, making
it possible for students to approach most new characters with prior knowledge
that can greatly facilitate the learning process.

Guidance and detailed instructions are provided all along the way. Students are
taught to employ “imaginative memory” to associate each character’s component
parts or “primitive elements” with one another and with a key word that has been
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carefully selected to represent an important meaning of the character. This is
accomplished through creation of a “story” that engagingly ties the primitive
elements and key word together. In this way, the collections of dots, strokes and
components that make up the characters are associated in memorable ways,
dramatically shortening the time required for learning and helping prevent
characters from slipping out of memory.
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This book is the second of two volumes designed to help students learn the meaning and writing of the 3,000
most frequently used simplified Chinese characters. (A parallel set of volumes has been prepared for
traditional characters.) The 1,500 characters introduced in Book 1 include the top 1,000 by frequency, plus
another 500 best learned at an early stage. Book 2 adds the remaining 1,500 characters to complete the set.

The lessons of Book 2 have been arranged in such a way that they may be studied either after those of Book
1 or simultaneously with them. Students who wish to focus initially on the 1,000 most frequently used
characters in the language can do so by studying Book 1 before moving on to Book 2. Many, if not most,
learners will find this preferable. Students who wish to apply the logical ordering found in these pages to the
entire list of 3,000 characters from the very beginning can take the more exacting, but also more rationally
satisfying, approach of studying the parallel lessons of the two volumes together.

The lessons in this book are followed by two short, additional sections, one that introduces a number of
“compounds,” or characters that are best learned in pairs, and another that adds two “postscripts.” The book
also includes a number of comprehensive indexes that are designed to facilitate work with both volumes.
Of central importance to the approach found in these pages is the systematic arranging of characters in an
order best suited to memory. In the Chinese writing system, strokes and simple components are nested within
relatively simple characters. These characters, in turn, can serve as parts of more complicated characters, and
so on. Taking advantage of this allows a logical ordering, making it possible for students to approach most
new characters with prior knowledge that can greatly facilitate the learning process.

Guidance and detailed instructions are provided all along the way. Students are taught to employ
“imaginative memory” to associate each character’s component parts or “primitive elements” with one
another and with a key word that has been carefully selected to represent an important meaning of the
character. This is accomplished through creation of a “story” that engagingly ties the primitive elements and
key word together. In this way, the collections of dots, strokes and components that make up the characters
are associated in memorable ways, dramatically shortening the time required for learning and helping
prevent characters from slipping out of memory.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
James W. Heisig is a permanent research fellow at the Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture in Nagoya,
Japan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dennis Boone:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for us. The book Remembering Simplified Hanzi 2: How Not to Forget the
Meaning and Writing of Chinese Characters was making you to know about other information and of course
you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Remembering Simplified Hanzi 2:
How Not to Forget the Meaning and Writing of Chinese Characters is not only giving you far more new
information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend
time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book Remembering Simplified Hanzi 2:
How Not to Forget the Meaning and Writing of Chinese Characters. You never truly feel lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Larry Hudgens:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a
lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Remembering
Simplified Hanzi 2: How Not to Forget the Meaning and Writing of Chinese Characters provide you with
new experience in looking at a book.

Lisa Chaffee:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Remembering Simplified Hanzi 2: How Not to
Forget the Meaning and Writing of Chinese Characters can give you a lot of close friends because by you
checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that
perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So
, why hesitate? Let us have Remembering Simplified Hanzi 2: How Not to Forget the Meaning and Writing
of Chinese Characters.



Floyd Brown:

You can get this Remembering Simplified Hanzi 2: How Not to Forget the Meaning and Writing of Chinese
Characters by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if
you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed
but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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