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In this first English translation of one of his most important works, Michel Serres
presents the statue as more than a static entity: for Serres it is the basis for
knowledge, society, the subject and object, the world and experience. Serres
demonstrates how sacrificial art founded and still persists in society and reflects
on the centrality of death and the statufied dead body to the human condition.

Each section covers a different time period and statuary topic, ranging from four
thousand years ago to 1986; from Baal, the paintings of Carpaccio, and the Eiffel
Tower, to Rodin's The Gates of Hell, the Challenger disaster and the literature of
Maupassant, La Fontaine and Jules Verne. Expository, lyrical, fictionalized and
hallucinatory, Statues plays with time and place, history and story in order to
provoke us into thinking in entirely new ways.

Through mythic and poetic meditations on various kinds of descent into the
underworld and new insights into the relation of the subject and object and their
foundation in death, Statues contains great treasures and provocations for
philosophers, literary critics, art historians and sociologists.
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Editorial Review

Review

“It is a great cause for celebration that Statues is at last available to English readers ... The book shows Serres
at his audacious, restlessly inventive best, while Randolph Burks's translation catches brilliantly the tiptoe
lightness of Serres's philosophical hopscotch and the gnarled gravity of his rhythms of thought.” ?Steven
Connor, Professor of English, University of Cambridge, UK

“Deleuze and Guattari define philosophy as the creation of 'concepts that are always new'. It is difficult to
justify this maxim better than Michel Serres does, not the least by the title concept of this book. Serres's
'statues' embody life and death, being and becoming, space and time, and history and present to make us
rethink the world, and to make us think. This is 'a general treatise on sculpture' that, Serres tells us, 'the
history of philosophy has never produced'-until this book, which brings together art, philosophy, science, and
technology, as only Serres's book can. An indispensible work!” ?Arkady Plotnitsky, Director, Theory and
Cultural Studies Program, Purdue University, USA

About the Author

Michel Serres is a Professor in the History of Science at Stanford University, USA and a member of the
Académie Française. A renowned and popular philosopher, he is a prize-winning author of essays and books,
such as The Five Senses, Genesis, and Biogea.

Randolph Burks is a philosopher specializing in phenomenology and philosophies of the body and nature.
He has translated several works by Michel Serres, included Biogea, Variations on the Body and The
Hermaphrodite (forthcoming).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Frazier:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Statues: The Second Book of Foundations book is readable by means of you who hate
the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with Statues: The
Second Book of Foundations content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed
and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you even now
thinking Statues: The Second Book of Foundations is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Vicki Head:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier to



share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can
see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
you is Statues: The Second Book of Foundations this guide consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when
he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Rex Oswald:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication Statues: The Second Book of Foundations was filled about science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy
to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Rosa Rodriguez:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book Statues:
The Second Book of Foundations. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might
add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-
book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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