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After more than fifty years of good health, anthropologist Paul Stoller suddenly
found himself diagnosed with lymphoma. The only thing more transformative
than his fear and dread of cancer was the place it ultimately took him: twenty-
five years back in time to his days as an apprentice to a West African sorcerer,
Adamu Jenitongo.

Stranger in the Village of the Sick follows Stoller down this unexpected path
toward personal discovery, growth, and healing. The stories here are about life in
the village of the healthy and the village of the sick, and they highlight
differences in how illness is culturally perceived. In America and the West,
illness is war; we strive to eradicate it from our bodies and lives. In West Africa,
however, illness is an ever-present companion, and sorcerers learn to master
illnesses like cancer through a combination of acceptance, pragmatism, and
patience.

Stoller provides a view into the ancient practices of sorcery, revealing that as an
apprentice he learned to read divining shells, mix potions, and recite incantations.
But it wasn't until he got cancer that he realized that sorcery embodied a more
profound meaning, one that every person could use: "Sorcery is a body of
knowledge and practice that enables one to see things clearly and to walk with
confidence on the path of fear."
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After more than fifty years of good health, anthropologist Paul Stoller suddenly found himself diagnosed
with lymphoma. The only thing more transformative than his fear and dread of cancer was the place it
ultimately took him: twenty-five years back in time to his days as an apprentice to a West African sorcerer,
Adamu Jenitongo.

Stranger in the Village of the Sick follows Stoller down this unexpected path toward personal discovery,
growth, and healing. The stories here are about life in the village of the healthy and the village of the sick,
and they highlight differences in how illness is culturally perceived. In America and the West, illness is war;
we strive to eradicate it from our bodies and lives. In West Africa, however, illness is an ever-present
companion, and sorcerers learn to master illnesses like cancer through a combination of acceptance,
pragmatism, and patience.

Stoller provides a view into the ancient practices of sorcery, revealing that as an apprentice he learned to read
divining shells, mix potions, and recite incantations. But it wasn't until he got cancer that he realized that
sorcery embodied a more profound meaning, one that every person could use: "Sorcery is a body of
knowledge and practice that enables one to see things clearly and to walk with confidence on the path of
fear."
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Stoller (Money Has No Smell) was diagnosed with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma in 2001. This memoir of his
diagnosis, treatment and remission examines what it means to leave the "village of the healthy" and join the
"village of the sick," where illness is a continuing condition with no cure. Some 25 years before his
diagnosis, Stoller had done field work among the Songhay people of Niger, where he'd apprenticed to their
sorcerer/sage, Adamu Jenitongo. After dangerous incidents with competing sorcerers, Stoller returned to
America and his academic career, but his cancer brought him back to a re-examination of Adamu's teachings.
Sitting in the chemotherapy infusion room, reciting a Songhay invocation, Stoller felt calmer, as if he had "a
degree of control over an uncontrollable situation." Illness is but one of life's "points of misfortune," forcing
a person to take a new path. The sorcerer, bridging the known world and the chaos of the unknown, can give
guidance by invoking the wisdom of the gods "to harmonize the world" so people can see the path more
clearly. While Americans use the war metaphor for fighting disease, the Songhay believe "if you learn to live
with illness, your being becomes stronger." Although Stoller chose the most aggressive medical treatments
available, he also struggled to respect his cancer and use it to develop his understanding of the meaning of
his life and work. Even healthy readers will find Stoller's account valuable and his perspective on sorcery-its
emphasis on humility, its acceptance of adversity, its vision of a world of forces beyond human control-
surprisingly moving. Photos.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
In March 2001 Stoller learned he had lymphoma. His life changed overnight, and that led him to reflect on
his experience 25 years earlier when, a young anthropologist, he apprenticed with a sorcerer of the Songhay
people in the Republic of Niger. During illness and treatment, he realized that sorcery was a way of coping;
his dreadful disease had opened a way of personal growth. Not that he believes one needs diagnosis with
life-threatening illness to become enlightened. But in his case, such a predicament forced recognition of the
symbiotic relationships between illness and health, certainty and uncertainty. We follow him from diagnosis
through chemotherapy and remission as he coincidentally compares the gentle, one-on-one healer-patient
relationship in West Africa to the impersonal, usually overtaxed American medical system. He observes how
differently Americans and Songhay experience the world: the former like to feel in control, the latter are
highly fatalistic. Ultimately, he learns to respect illness as a part of life. His tough-minded, unsentimental
memoir reminds us what it means to be fully alive. June Sawyers
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
Readers will find Stoller's account valuable and his perspective on sorcery surprisingly moving.--Publishers
Weekly, starred review

"[A] fascinating blend of personal and cultural commentary, of provocative insights, and encouraging advice
for anyone affected by cancer . . ."--Frances Lefkowitz, Body and Soul

"Today one finds a variety of cancer drugs under trial or approved for use . . . But there is still a gap between
what medicine can do now and what it will do in the future. And Stoller's book is a bridge over that gap
because it reminds all patients that, in the face of illness, their lives are rich in meaning and still worth
living."--Nick Owcher, Los Angeles Times

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Users Review

From reader reviews:

Evelyn Brown:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Stranger in the Village of the Sick: A Memoir of Cancer,
Sorcery, and Healing. Try to make book Stranger in the Village of the Sick: A Memoir of Cancer, Sorcery,
and Healing as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those
of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Nancy Tandy:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide Stranger in the Village of the Sick: A Memoir of Cancer, Sorcery, and
Healing was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to
get book that you wanted.

Jennifer Smith:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Stranger in the Village of the Sick: A Memoir of Cancer, Sorcery, and
Healing can make you really feel more interested to read.

Isaac Lewis:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search
of the Stranger in the Village of the Sick: A Memoir of Cancer, Sorcery, and Healing when you essential it?
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