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There are no direct records of the original Indo-European speech. By comparing
the vocabularies of its various descendants, however, it is possible to reconstruct
the basic Indo-European roots with considerable confidence. In The Origins of
English Words, Shipley catalogues these proposed roots and follows the often
devious, always fascinating, process by which some of their offshoots have
grown.

Anecdotal, eclectic, and always enthusiastic, The Origins of English Words is a
diverting expedition beyond linguistics into literature, history, folklore,
anthropology, philosophy, and science.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Hats off to Joseph Shipley." -- William Safire, New York Times

"A dictionary as invaluable to the philologist as it is a wellspring of delight for any inquisitive person." --
Perihelion

"A word-loving browser's delight." -- Atlantic Monthly

"The title promises a discursive voyage, and Shipley is as good as his word. He's a scholarly, humorous,
rambling fellow, and his 636-page itinerary is filled with the excitement of chance encounters with long-lost
cousins in distant lands." -- Newsday

"Not since the late Frank H. Vizetelly has there been an etymologist of the stature and erudition of Joseph T.
Shipley, whose 26 books on various aspects of the English language are not only illuminating but a joy to
read. Now, with The Origins of English Words, Dr. Shipley has outdone himself." -- West Coast Review of
Books

From the Publisher
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"The title promises a discursive voyage, and Shipley is as good as his word. He's a scholarly, humorous,
rambling fellow, and his 636-page itinerary is filled with the excitement of chance encounters with long-lost
cousins in distant lands."—Newsday

"Not since the late Frank H. Vizetelly has there been an etymologist of the stature and erudition of Joseph T.
Shipley, whose 26 books on various aspects of the English language are not only illuminating but a joy to
read. Now, with The Origins of English Words, Dr. Shipley has outdone himself."—West Coast Review of
Books
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Joseph Twadell Shipley is the author of the highly acclaimed In Praise of English as well as twenty-six other
books, including The Quest for Literature, Dictionary of Word Origins, and Dictionary of Early English. In a
long and distinguished career he was president of the New York Drama Critics Circle, was a founder of
Yeshiva College, and taught at the City College of New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brown:

Within other case, little people like to read book The Origins of English Words: A Discursive Dictionary of
Indo-European Roots. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important some sort of book The Origins of English Words: A Discursive Dictionary of Indo-
European Roots. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era,
you can open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored
to go to the library. Let's read.

Beverly Dyar:

This The Origins of English Words: A Discursive Dictionary of Indo-European Roots book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. That The Origins of English Words: A Discursive Dictionary of Indo-
European Roots without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't be worry The Origins of English Words: A Discursive Dictionary of Indo-European Roots
can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it
in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Origins of English Words: A Discursive Dictionary of
Indo-European Roots having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Donna Lacher:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be The Origins of English Words: A Discursive Dictionary of
Indo-European Roots why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.



Eric Saunders:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this The Origins of English
Words: A Discursive Dictionary of Indo-European Roots.
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